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_ Arabic Symbols & their meanings | 


(Allah) the 
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his rank & grant 
him peace 
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Exalted is 
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Exalted 
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All praise is due to Allah, who guided His believing servants to 
know Him. He opened their hearts so that they believe in Him and 
single Him out with worship. He mandated Salah upon them to 
display humility before His Majesty and exhibit modesty before 
His Greatness. The foremost and most crucial obligation Allah 
prescribed for His servants, after Tawhid (Monotheism) and 
belief in the messengers and their messages, is Salah. Anyone 
who observes it consistently will enjoy its light and salvation on 
the Day of Judgment. On the other hand, anyone who neglects it 
shall be deprived of its light and salvation on the Day of 
Judgment. | 


I testify that there is no deity worthy of worship, in truth, except 
Allah, who has no partner. Allah created the heavens, the earth, 
and all of creation. The religion was founded, and the Qibla was 
set up because of this testimony of faith. It is identifying the 
testimony of Islam and the key to Paradise. And I testify that 
Muhammad is [Allah’s] servant and Messenger, the best of His 
creation whose [message] is proof against Allah’s servants. Allah 


sheet e aha tata RDP O OEE AI IOI NEEM LMP TEI IDIOMS EOCENE LEAL ALLA LLP LEELA PERLE REO A MLCT TE MELE NIUE IE IORI SEDI EERE EEN E EE OTE N ENEMA ELLEN E DEORE EBON AEE NLL ONE EIEIO ES! 


INTRODUCTION 


sent him as a mercy to the world, a role model for the pious, and 
an imitable figure leading the path of righteousness. Allah sent 
him with guidance and the religion of truth. He is a bringer of 
good tidings and a warner before the Day of Judgment. He is the 
one who invites to Allah, by His permission and an illuminating 
lamp. May Allah elevate his rank, his family, companions, and 
wives and grant them all peace. 


To proceed, 


The Salah is the most crucial affair i ina Muslim’ s life. To preserve 
one’s religion, one has to observe it consistently; otherwise, one 
would be negligent of the Salah, let alone other acts of worship. 
It is the pillar of Islam, as it is soundly reported from the Prophet — 
(AcsalKesaclexi{). At the same time, the remaining deeds serve as 
the axis of support. Similarly, a tent without a pillar is useless. 
The Salah is the criterion for accepting all other deeds: if it is 
rejected [by Allah], all other deeds will be rejected. It is the first 
obligation ever in Islam and the last act of worship to wither. So, 
if one is negligent to the first and the last thing in Islam, then ¢ one 
will lose everything in-between. : 


Inadequate observance of the Salah that lacks adherence to its 
prescribed form in the manner performed by the Messenger of 
— Allah (Asi Gsacle2ii) will derail one’s religion. It will invalidate 
all deeds, cause misconduct in one’s religious and worey affairs. 
Ibn al-Qayyim noted, 


“Undoubtedly, the Salah inherits joy in the eyes of the : 
lovers of Allah and enjoyment for the monotheists. It is" 
the garden of the worshipers, the pleasure of the sincere, © 
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and the criterion of the truthful. It brings Allah’s mercy 
to His believing servants. Allah guided them to the Salah 
and delivered it at the hands of His Messenger out of 
mercy and kindness. So that the people would obtain the 
~ honor of His kindness and draw themselves closer to 
Him, not because He needs them but rather as His favor 
upon them. Salah is an act of worship for both the heart 
and the body. A complete person perfects it at both 
levels to the extent he feels happy and joyful whenever 
he meets Allah [during Salah]. Because he will enjoy His 
love and experience the delight of standing before Him. 
In such a condition, the individual is immensely 
absorbed in Salah to the extent he is indifferent to 
anything else. Thinking of none but his deity to pay Him 
due worship by the heart and the body, all to pray in the 
manner pleasing to Allah The Almighty.”! 
Every Muslim is expected to pay significant consideration for this 
obligation that connects him with his Lord Almighty. Such that 
he adequately observes its requirements, obligations, conditions, 
and all that Allah mandated thereof. One should observe it with 
the utmost humility and serenity inwardly and outwardly to 
achieve a great reward. It is related in Sahth Muslim that ‘Uthman 
ibn ‘Affan heard the Messenger of Allah (Acsa\ Gael) saying, 


!° Asrar al-Salah by ibn al-Qayyim: 228. 


Se ON AE EEE OOOO LEE POISE LOLOL NOME OLEACEAE MANETTE LEO CLEOPR EE CELE EEL TE LOE ELO CEEOL LEN LEEPER LEE LOE SNELL SAINI AEE 


INTRODUCTION 


Binds Garth EG De Hots ‘paleo 


SiS 2S HAG os 5 Ws EUs 256 Y ae Ady 
AB 50 MS; 


“When the time for a prescribed prayer comes, if any 

Muslim observes proper ablution, humility, and 
bowing, it will be an expiation for his past sins. So long 
as he has not committed a major sin, and that Applies 
for alltime.”? 3 


In this treatise, there is a collection of sane ions ao pieces of 
~ advice concerning this sublime act of worship. The central part of 
this treatise is made of several Friday sermons. It is also 
complemented with some precious notes of Shaykh al-Islam ibn 
Taymiyyah and his student ibn al- -Qayyim (may Allah have mercy 
upon them). I hope the content of this treatise follows the 
guidelines of the righteous Salaf concerning bringing attention to 
the importance of Salah and its status. It is related’ in Sahih al- 
Bukhar? that al-‘Aswad said, 
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| “We were with ‘A’isha discussing the consistent 
observance and reverence for the Salah. She said, 
"When Allah's we DISHENES (Ags AAiseiei) f fell sick with 
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the fatal illness that claimed his life, and when the time 
of the prayer became due, and Adhan was pronounced, 
he said, ‘Tell Abi Bakr to lead the people in Salah.’ He 
was told that Aba’ Bakr was a softhearted man and 
would not lead in his place. The Prophet (Asai Gsacesiiic) 
gave the same order again, but he was given the same 
reply. He gave the order for the third time and said, 
‘You (women) are like the females [mentioned in the 
story of] Joseph. Tell Abi Bakr to lead the prayer.' So 
Abii Bakr came out to lead the prayer. In the meantime, 
the Prophet (s<54\\sacle4i-) improved a bit, and he came 
out with the help of two men, one on each side. As if I 
was observing his legs dragging on the ground owing to 
the disease. Abii Bakr wanted to retreat, but the 
Prophet (Aca esaclecife) beckoned him to remain at his | 
place. The Prophet (Acs \Esadle ctife) was brought until he 
sat beside Abi Bakr.” AI-A mash was asked, "Was the — 
Prophet (Acsaiesieai) praying and Aba Bakr 
following him, and were the people following Abi Bakr 
in that prayer?" Al-A*mash pps in the aifirmative 
with a nod of his head.” 


A ishah (may Allah be ieee with her) brought this story in 
such a blessed gathering that discussed the status of Salah and the 
excellence of observing it consistently. She mentioned this 
tremendous and influential story of the best human being and the 
role model for the world. During the illness that claimed the 
Prophet’s (Acs Gsaketiie) life, he felt a little easiness, so he 
sprung up to attend prayer with the help of two men holding him, 
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one on each side. He was dragging his legs out of the intense pain, 
all to revere Salah and observe it [in congregation]. This 
unmistakably offers an excellent educational example. 


I ask Allah, Glorified and Exalted, to bless this treatise and make 
it sincere and beneficial for His servants. I also ask Allah The 
Almighty to reform the affairs of all Muslims. May He foster their 
hearts with piety, guide them to sincere repentance from all sins, 
and inspire them to pay Salah great attention and reverence. I ask 
Allah to bless Muslims to adhere to the Sharia of Allah, Glorified 
and Exalted, and protect them against the evil schemes of the 
enemy. Indeed, Allah answers the supplication, and He is our 
hope for acceptance. He suffices us, and He is the Best Disposer 
of affairs. May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon His servant 
and Messenger, our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and his 
companions. , < $¢ 


Written by: ‘Abdur-Razzaq ibn ‘Abdul-Muhsin al-‘Abbad al-Badr 25% 
Muharram 1434 A.H. 
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THE SALAH IS OBLIGATED 
UPON ALL THE : PROPHETS | 


One of the most evident aspects of the crucial status of the Salah 
is that Allah obligated it upon all the prophets (peace be upon 
them). Not to mention how Allah narrated to us how those 
prophets revered it. The Qur'an testifies to this fact in many 
verses. For example: 


In the story of Ytnus (Jonah) (peace be upon him), Allah said 
after the whale swallowed Jonah, _ 
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“And had he not been of those who exalt Allah, He 
would have remained inside its belly until the Day they 
are resurrected.” [Sirah Al-Safat (37): 143-144] 
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Ibn ‘Abbas commented, — 
“Had he not been of those who pray.” Sa‘Id ibn Jubayr 
and Qatadah stated similarly.* 


In the story of Ibrahim (Abraham), when he relocated his son 
Isma‘il (Ishmael) to a deserted land, he supplicated to Allah 
saying, | 
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“Our Lord, I have settled some of my descendants in an 
uncultivated valley near Your sacred House, our Lord, 
that they may establish prayer.” [Sirah Ibrahim (14):37] 


He mentioned no other deed but prayer, thus proving that nothing 
supersedes or equalizes Salah. Allah The Almighty said, 
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4 Tafsir al-Tabari: (21/109) 
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“And [mention, O Muhammad], when We designated 
for Abraham the site of the House, [saying], "Do not 
associate anything with Me and purify My House for 
those who perform Tawaf and those who stand [in 
prayer] and those who bow and prostrate. as [Sirah Al- 
Hajj (22):26] 


Another one of his supplications was, 


a 
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“My Lord, make me an establisher of prayer, and 
[many] from my descendants. Our Lord, and accept my 
supplication. ” [Sirah Ibrahim (14): 40] 


In the case of Isma “Il Gessiaieile), Allah said, 
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“And mention in the Book, Ishmael. Indeed, he was true 
to his promise, and he was a messenger and a prophet. 

And he used to enjoin on his people prayer and Zakah.” 
[Stirah Maryam (19):54-55] 


In the case of pel (Isaac) and his offspring, Allah said, 
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“And We gave him Isaac and Jacob also, and all [of 
them] We made righteous. And We made them leaders 
guiding by Our command. And We inspired to them the 
doing of good deeds, the establishment of prayer, and 
giving of Zakah.” [Strah Al-’ Anbiya’ (21):72-73] 


In the story of Shu'ayb (Jethro) (Acsalesakesiil~), when he 
prohibited his people from worshiping other than Allah and 
devaluing their weights and measures, they replied, 
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“OQ Shu'ayb does your prayer command you that we 
should leave what our fathers worship.” [Stirah Hid 
(11):87] . | 


This proves that they witnessed him paying reverence for the 
Salah more than anything else.° 


> Shaykh al-Sa‘di commented on this verse as follows, “Salah has been 
obligated upon all the previous prophets. It is one of the most excellent deeds. 
Even Non-Muslims, they give it priority over all other deeds. Salah prohibits 
from immorality and ae It is the scale of faith and its laws. By 
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Allah, Glorified and Exalted, brought Mutsa (Moses) 
(A<5.(esake4i{) close to Him and confided in Him. Salah was the 
first thing Allah obligated upon him after the command to 
worship Him. It was the only obligation explicitly mentioned. 
Allah, Exalted and Glorified, spoke with Misa directly without 

an. interpreter communicating His words, i 


-- 
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“So listen to what is being revealed. Indeed, I am Allah. 
There is no deity except Me, so worship Me and 
_ establish prayer for My remembrance. ‘se ” [Sarah Taha © 
(20):13-14] 


” 


This proves the oreat status of prayer and its excellence above all 
other deeds. Because Allah started with it in his conversation with 
_ His addressee. Also, the first thing Misa commanded his people, 
the Children of Israel, was to observe the Salah after they believed | 
in him. Allah, Glorified and Exalted, said, 
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“And We inspired Moses and his brother, “Settle your 
people in Egypt in houses and make your houses [facing 
the] Qibla and establish prayer.” [Strah Yunus (10):87] 


In the story, when Dawid (David) sinned and desired to repent, 
he found no resort but to observe Salah. Allah The Almighty said, 


dor ch Gh BG get > 
“so he asked his Lord for forgiveness, fell down on his 
_ knees, and repented.” [Sirah Sad (38):24] 


In the story of Sulayman (Solomon, son of David), when the 
horses were exhibited before him late in the day, he was distracted 
and missed the ‘Asr prayer. He was remorseful and punished 
himself by depriving himself of the sight of the horses that 
distracted him from catching Salah in its due time. Allah The 
Almighty narrated this story as follows, 
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“We gave David Solomon. He was an excellent servant 
who always turned to Allah. When well-bred light- 
footed horses were paraded before him near the close of 
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the day, he kept saying, ‘My love of fine things is part of 


my remembering my Lord!’ until [the horses] 


disappeared from sight- ‘Bring them back!’ [he said] 
and started to stroke their legs and necks.’ ” [Sirah Sad 
(38):30- 33] 


Ibn Kathir (may Allah have mercy upon him) commented, 
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“A considerable number of Qur’4n commentators and 
early scholars of the Salaf maintained that he Sulayman 
was distracted by the exhibition of the horses till he 
missed the “Asr prayer. But has had not missed it 
intentionally. Instead, he forgot it just as the Prophet 
(dasa esadetily) was distracted from praying the ‘Asr 
prayer during the battle of Ditch (Ge Bnandag),, and he 
prayed it after sunset. i 


In the eo of Zakariyya aa ( settee), Allah said, 


6 Tafsir ibn Kathir: (7/65). 
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“The angels called out to him while he stood praying in 
the sanctuary.” [Sirah ’Al-‘Imran (3):39] 


Allah narrated the story when ‘Isa (Jesus) (Acs eseclecil\~) spoke 
as in infant, 
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“ft am a servant of Allah. He has granted me the 
Scripture; made me a prophet; made me blessed 
wherever I may be. He commanded me to pray, to give 
alms as long as I live.” [Sirah Maryam (19):30-31] 


Allah, Glorified and Exalted, narrated about the prophets of the 
Children of Israel, 
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“Allah took a pledge from the Children of Israel. We 
made twelve leaders arise among them, and God said, ‘I 
am with you: if you keep up the prayer, pay the 
prescribed alms, believe i in My meer ere ” [Sirah Al- 
Ma idah (5):12] | | | 


Allah, Glorified and Exalted, relayed the story of each Prophet 
separately and described them as follows, 
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“These were the prophets Allah blessed- from the seed 
of Adam. Those We carried in the Ark with Noah, from 
the seed of Abraham, Israel, and those We guided and 
chose. When the revelations of the Lord of Mercy were 
recited to them, they fell to their knees ane Mb i 
[Sarah Maryam (19):58] : 


Allah informed us that the resort of all the prophets was Salah, as 
_ they used to worship Allah and seek closeness to Him through it. 
Then Allah The Almighty said, — 
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“but there came after them generations who neglected 
prayer and were driven by their own desires. These are 
going to mee evil;” [Strah Maryam (19):59] 


meaning a valley in Hellfire.’ 


The Meseaper of Allah (Acsaiesak scleri{s ) relayed to us that the 
prophets (peace be upon them) before him has been observing the 
five daily prayers where the — (Acssiesaeciie) prayed 
behind Gabriel. Ibn “Abbas (Zeéil and his father) reported that 
the Messenger of Allah esi) said, 
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7 Tafsir al-Tabari: (188/217-218). 
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“Gabriel led me in prayer twice at the house (i.e., the 
Ka'bah). He prayed Zuhr prayer with me when the sun 
had passed the meridian to the extent of the thong of a 
sandal. He prayed “Asr prayer with me when the 
shadow of everything was as long as itself. He then 
prayed Maghrib prayer with me when one who is 
fasting breaks the fast. When the twilight had ended, he 
prayed ‘Isha’ prayer with me. As the food and drink 
become forbidden to one who is keeping the fast, He 
prayed Fajr prayer with me. On the following day, he 
prayed Zuhr prayer with me when his shadow was as _ 
long as himself; he prayed ‘Asr prayer with me when 
his shadow was twice as long as himself; he prayed 
Maghrib prayer at the time when one who is fasting 
breaks the fast; he prayed ‘Isha’ prayer with me when | 
about a third of the night had passed; he prayed Fajr — 
prayer with me when there was a fair amount of light. 
Then turning to me, he said: Muhammad, this is the 
time observed by the prophets before you.” | 


This hadith is recorded by al-Mirwazi in his book ‘Ta ‘zim Qadr 
as-Salah,’ number (29)°. I relied on it to draw the above points. 

May Allah guide us to revere the Salah and observe it ne 
for Indeed He cee the supphication. 


8 Related by Ahmad (3322), Abi Dawiid (393), and al-Tirmidhi coe It is 
graded as sound in ’Sahth al-Jami'’ by al-Albani (1402). 
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ADHERE TO THE SALAH 


FSET 


One of the most dramatic and severe tragedies experienced by this 
nation is the death of the Prophet (Asai esacecifie). Allah blessed 
this nation with his mission. He was their guide to Paradise and 
to every virtue. Allah said, | 


- -\% it eee gi a ~ «+: YR ve Pc 
\ER OF pel as gal ail dt GN OF DS 


“Truly, they are a good example for you [believers] to 
follow, a good example for those who fear God and the 
Last Day. If anyone turns away, [remember] God is self- 
sufficing and worthy of all praise.” [Sirah Al-Ahzab 
(33):21]- 


This tragic event is full of lessons that we must heed. The main 
issue is the Salah and its status. It is an efficient and useful lesson 
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to derive from such a severe event, namely the death of the 
Prophet (Acs esadeaifle). The last congregational Salah, our 
Prophet (Acssiesacecite ) observed, was the Zuhr on a Thursday. 
After he concluded his Salah, his ailment aggravated to the extent 
he could not leave out to attend the congregational prayer. So, he 

stayed ane for three days: Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. Abii | 
Bakr (zdil35) filled his place during this period. On the Fajr 


prayer of Monday, the day he died, he unveiled the drapes of his 
room to check on his Companions. It was his last time to see them; 
and how tragic it was. 


par and Muslim? related on the authority of Anas ibn 
Malik (Cee) reported, 
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? Al-Bukhari (680) and Muslim (419). 
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“Abii Bakr used to lead the people in prayer during the 
fatal illness of the Prophet (AcsaiGsccail\~) till it was 
Monday. When the people aligned (in rows) for the 
prayer, the Prophet (dasa esate cis) lifted the curtain of 
his house and started looking at us and was standing at 
that time. His face was (glittering) like a page of the 
Qur an, and he smiled cheerfully. We were about to be 
put to trial for the pleasure of seeing the Prophet. Abi 
Bakr retreated to join the row as he thought that the 
Prophet (Acs) would lead the prayer. The 
Prophet (Acsalesaciesij) beckoned us to complete the 

_ prayer, and he let the curtain fall. On the same day, he 
died.” 


Let us pause and ponder to seek the lesson from this hadith. The 
Prophet (Acsa\iesace2i{) looked at his Companions in the Masjid, 
paying them his final respects. For the Prophet (A< ja esatecilyo), 
the Salah was the joy of his heart, which is why it was pleasing to 
him to see his Companions congregating to pray in the Masjid. A 
smile appeared on his face reflecting the happiness he felt by 
seeing his Companions pray. Afterward, he let the curtain fall 
after witnessing such pleasing scenery. There are even more 
Salah-related incidents that took place at the Prophet’s — 
moments. Imam Ahmad related on the authority of ‘Ali (Zedil25) 
who reported that, 
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“The last thing the Messenger of Allah (Asal esaceait) 
said: [Adhere to] Salah, [adhere to] Salah. Be mindful 
of Allah when maintaining those ae “your 
responsibility. mn 


eas hadith is related by i ibn Majah!! on n the Beets of Anas" 
eae 155) who reported, 
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“What the Messenger of Allah (Acssieseleai) most 
enjoined when he was dying and breathing his last was: 
[Adhere to] Salah; and treat justly those who are under 
your responsibility.” The Prophet asa Gece ihe) kept : 


10 Al. Musnad (585), Abi Dawid (5156), ibn Maja (2698), and it is graded as 
sound by al-Albani 1 in Sahih al-Jami’’ (4616). | 


11 Sunnan ibn Maja (2697) and it is graded as sound by al- Albani i in al-“Irwa’ 
(2178). 
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faltering when repeating it until he could no longer 
speak.” 


Indeed, this manifests the prestigious status of Salah in Islam, and 
the undivided attention our Prophet (Acai Gseecii\e) paid it. 
Anyone who reads the Hadiths and commandments he instructed 
during his life would instantly realize the value and status of Salah 
in Islam. It enjoys a unique position of all the other obligations as 
Allah, Glorified and Exalted, had His Prophet ascend beyond the 
seventh heaven, at which He obligated Salah. The Prophet 
(dcsaesackesi) heard the command directly without an — 
intermediary. Initially, a count of fifty Salah was obligated. Still, 
he asked Allah, Glorified and Exalted, to reduce the number until 
the eventual number became five daily Salah. However, they 
mount to fifty in reward. As for the remaining obligations and acts 
of worship, Gabriel used to descend to earth and deliver him the 
revelation. This truly reflects the prestigious status of Salah. 


Unfortunately, some people turned the event of the Night Journey 
(‘Isra’ wa al-Mi raj) into a celebration where they recite poems 
and sing while disregarding Salah. Who told them to do so? Who 
invited them? How could they be so negligent of the great lessons 
packed in the Night Journey and the Salah they are commanded 
to observe?! It is strange how some people would dare to miss 
Salah but would not miss such a celebration or any innovative 
[religious] celebrations. How does this match with a loyal 
adherence to the example of the Messenger of Allah 


2 Tt is related by Ahmad (26483, 26684), al-Nasa@’i in ‘al-Kubra’ (7060), and 
it is graded as sound by al-Albani in al-‘Irwa’ (7/238). 
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(esa Gackt) who. smiled. at the oh of the acpmre 
congregational Salah? 


A sincere follower of the Messenger of Allah (Acca esateciiic) 


would translate his love in steadfast adherence and complete 
compliance with the Sunnah. An expression for the love of the 
Prophet (AcsaiEsackeaife) cannot be manifested in holding 
celebrations. They claim such a celebration reflects their love for 


_ the Prophet (dAcsalesadeail~ ). By Allah, had this been genuine love 


and sincere adherence, the Companions and those who follow 
them with good would have hastened to hold it first. However, 
they had not held any of those celebrations. Their refraining was 


guided by the example of the Prophet Cassie ie) and 


compliance with his guidance, 
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The commandment of your Prophet (Aces) 
was, “[Adhere to] Salah, [adhere to] Salah;” it was his 
last words. I call upon you who love the Prophet 
(Acsalesackeai{) to adhere to Salah. Imam Ahmad 
related in his ‘al-Musnad’® a hadith, with a good Isnad 
(chain of transmission), wherein Salah was mentioned 
before the Prophet (Asai Gs). He said, “Whoever 
observes it regularly, it will be for him a light, an 
argument in his favor, and salvation on the Day of 
Judgment. Yet whoever does not observe it regularly, he 
will have no light, no argument in his favor, and no 
salvation. He will be on the Day of Judgment with 
Qarin (Korah), Pharaoh, Haman, and Ubayy ibn 
Khalaf.” 


In other words, a person who is negligent of the Salah will be 
joined on the Day of Judgment with the significant figures of 
disbelief and falsehood. And we seek refuge with Allah from such 
a situation. It is related in Sahih Muslim!‘ on the authority of Jabir 
ibn ‘Abd Allah that the Prophet (dasa esaceail.) said, 
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“Between man and polytheism and unbelief is the 
abandonment of Salah.” 


13 N. (6576) Shaykh ibn Baz graded its chain of transmission as ‘good’. 
Majmi' Fatawa ibn Baz: (10/278). 


14 N, (82) 
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Imam Ahmad related in his ‘al-Musnad’ that the Prophet 
(Aca sales) said, 
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“The covenant between them and us is prayer, so 
whoever abandons it has disbelieved.””° 


In another hadith related in Sahih al- Bukhari i'°, the Prophet 
(dass eseclotis fe) said, | 
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“If anyone observes our form of Salah, faces our Qiblah, | 
and eats what we slaughter, that one is a Muslim who 
has protection from Allaih and His messenger. So do not 
betray Allah’s protection.” 

There are many Hadiths in this regard. 


So, be mindful of Allah, O followers of the Prophet 
(Acs Esacetii), and keep in mind this great commandment 
uttered by the Prophet (Acs saeci{~) at his last breaths. Also, 


ON, ieee al-Tirmidhi (2621), ibn Maja (1079) on the authority of 
Buraydah (<i), and it was graded as sound by Al-Albani in ‘Sahih al- 
Targhib’: (564). 


‘© N. (391) on the authority of Anas (2éi{%). 
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read carefully the biographies of the faithful followers, namely 
the first generation of Muslims, for it is indeed pure. Imam 
Muslim sagen in his Sahih on the authority of “Abd Allah ibn 
Mas ‘iid (&aéii¢55) who said, “He who likes to meet Allah tomorrow 
(i.e., on the Day of Judgment) as a Muslim, should take care and 
observe the Salah when the Adhan is announced for them. Allah 
has expounded to your Prophet (Asai sea) the ways of right 
guidance, and this (the Salah) is part of the right guidance. If you 
have to perform Salah in your houses, as this man who stays away 
(from the Masjid) and performs Salah at his house, you will 
abandon the Sunnah (practice) of your Prophet ( Acpaesatesife), 
and the departure from the Sunnah of your Prophet 
(Acsal\ esackesif ) will lead you astray. I had seen the time when no 
one stayed behind except a well-known hypocrite. I also saw that 
a man was brought swaying (on account of weakness) between 
two men till he was set up in a row (in the Masjid).” 


Ponder on this illuminating portrayal of the Companions! They 
perfectly internalized the Sunnah of the Prophet (Acsaiesateaiie) 
and accurately understood his commandment. They genuinely 
followed his example and truly complied with his [commands] to 
the extent that one of them would be brought swaying out of 
weakness yet aided by two men, one on his right and the other on 
his left to help him stand in the row in Salah. Unfortunately, many 
people undervalue Salah to the extent they would be distracted 
from observing it [in the Masjid] by trivial things. One must 
instead be mindful of Allah and observe Salah consistently and 
adequately. It is the first thing on account of which one will be 
held accountable on the Day of Judgment; if accepted, the 
remaining deeds will be accepted, but if re jected, the THANE 
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deeds will be rejected. May Allah, Glorified, and Exalted, include 
us among those who establish Salah and follow the Prophet 
(Acs si esaclecie). O Allah! Make us among his Connany and under 
his banner. 
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a 
STATUS OF THE SALAH 
POSSESS 


One of the most critical obligations Allah ordained on His 
servants is Salah. It is the founding pillar of religion and the most 
critical, second in rank to the two testimonies of faith. It forges a 
connection between the servant and his Lord. Consistent 
observance of Salah is a reflection of faith while abandoning it 1s 
indicative of disbelief and transgression, because, 


‘a person who does not observe Salah is deprived of 
religion.” !” 


17 Tt is related by ibn Abii Shaybah in ‘al-‘Iman’ (47), al-Mirwazi in ‘Ta‘dhim 
Qadr al-Salah’ (937), al-Khal&l in ‘al-Sunna’ (1387), and others. It is narrated 
as Mawqiif on ‘Abd Allah ibn Mas‘iid (2eéisies;) with the wording, “whoever 


does not pray has no religion.”. Its chain of transmission is graded as 3 good by 
al-Albani in ‘al-Da‘ifah’ (1/382). 
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Another narration states, 


4) a3 3 SLY g 
“There is no share in Islam for whoever abandons 
prayer.” ° 


Whoever observes it consistently will enjoy its light in his heart, 
face, grave, during the Great Gathering (Hashr), and salvation on 
the Day of Judgment. He will be joined in the Great Gathering 
with those whom Allah blessed from the prophets, the truthful, 
the martyrs, and pious, and how excellent are those as 
companions. In contrast, negligence in observing Salah will have 
no light, argument on his favor, nor salvation on the Day of 
Judgment beside joining the company of Pharaoh, Qariin on 
Haman, and Ubayy ibn Khalaf. 


In his book ‘al-Salah, ’ Imam Ahmad said: 
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18 Related by Malik in ‘al-Muwata’ (51), al-Mirwazi in ‘Ta‘dhim Qadr al- 
Salah’ (923), and ioeiges on the authority of al-Miswar ibn Makhramah from 
‘Umar ibn al-Khattab (eds) narrating the story of his stabbing. It is graded 
as sound by al-Albani in ‘al-lrwa? (209). 7 
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“On account of the hadith that reads, ‘there is no share 
in Islam for whoever abandons the Salah,” ‘Umar ibn 
al-Khattab used to send letters to the distant regions 
[within the territory of Islam]. They contain, “The most 
important affair of yours is the Salah, for whoever 
commits to it will preserve his religion whereas 
neglecting it entails negligence of other less important 
affairs; there is no share in Islam for whoever abandons 
the Salah.” In other words, anyone who belittles the 
Salah does necessarily belittle Islam because one’s share 
and desire of the [religion] of Islam is judged by the 
extent of desire and commitment to the Salah. So, know 
who you are and beware of meeting Allah while lacking 
respect of Islam, because the value of Islam in the heart 
is determined by the value of the Salah in your heart. It 
is reported that the Prophet (Acs aWesacle Zils) said, ‘the 


Salah is the pillar of religion.” Do you not know that if 
the pillar of a tent falls, the stakes will not help? 
However, if the pillar is standing, the stakes would 


? Related by Ahmad (22016), ae (2616), and ibn Maja (3973) on the 

authority of Mu‘adh ibn Jabal (aii) who reported, “Shall I tell you of the 

essence of the matter, its pillar and its peak? I replied: Yes certainly, O 

Messenger of Allah. He said: The essence of this matter is Islam, its pillar is 

the prayer, and its peak is Jihad.” It is prated mye al-Tirmidhi and al-Albani in 
‘al-‘Irwa’ (413). 7 
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definitely lend support. This shows the value of the 
Salih in Islam. So, may Allah have mercy upon you, 
think carefully, be mindful of Allah, cooperate in 
establishing the Salah, and advise one another through 
teaching it. Remind one another of the Salah lest one 
forgets or falls in negligence. Allah, Glorified, and 
Exalted, has commanded you to cooperate on good and 
righteousness, whose greatest manifestation is Salah. 
The Prophet (dcsa\Gsekcail) said, “The first thing you — 

— Jose from your religion is honesty, and the last is Salah. 

- Indeed, there will be people who pray yet availing 
nothing of their Salah.””° Our Salah is the last thing we 
will lose from our religion and the first item of deeds on 
account of which one will be judged. Abandonment of 
the Salah entails the abandonment of Isl4m and religion 
in general. After we lose the Salah, everything else in 
Islam would be gone.””* 


Muslims unanimously agree that abandoning the obligatory Salah 
intentionally is one of the gravest sins, far worse than killing a 
soul, unlawful seizure of wealth, adultery, theft, and consumption 
of intoxicants. The person who abandons Salah exposes himself 
to the punishment, wrath, and reproach of Allah, Glorified and 
Exalted, in this worldly life and the hereafter. On a related note, 


20 Related by Aba Ya’la in his ‘Musnad’ (6634) on the authority of Abi 
Hurayrah (222i). | 


1 Abii Yala quoted this book in his work ‘Tabaqat al-Hanabilah’. You can 
find the above quotation in (1/353-354). 
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the scholars disagreed on the legal ruling of killing the person 
abandoning the Salah, the manner of killing, and whether or not — 
he is a disbeliever. Their statements and elaborate discussions on 
this issue are presented in the well-known scholarly works. 
: Thereby it is needles to discuss this 1 issue here. 


However, the scholars who held that the person who abandons the 
Salah have relied on very compelling evidence from the Qur’an 
and Sunnah. The least effective prompt inspired by that evidence 
is that they incite substantial fear in the hearts of Muslims from 
abandoning the Salah. They also encourage consistent and 
adequate observance of the Salah at their stated times. Consider 
the following examples: | 


Allah, Glorified and Exalted, said, 
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“Every soul is held in pledge for its deeds, but the 

- Companions of the Right will stay in gardens, 
questioning each other about the guilty. ‘What drove 
you to the Scorching Fire?’ [they will ask]. And they will 
answer, ‘We did not pray; we did not feed the poor; we 
indulged with others [in mocking the believers]; we — 
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denied the Day of Judgement until the Certain End 
came upon us.” [Sirah Al-Muddathir (74):38-47] 


Allah The Almighty said, 


gi ton, 
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“But there came after them successors who neglected 
prayer and pursued desires, so they are going to meet 
evil.” [Sirah Maryam (19):59] 


It is reported that ibn Mas‘tid (aii) said that the word ‘evil’ 


here refers to “a river in the hellfire, horrible in taste and very 
| distant in depth.” | 


How serious is the trouble of who experiences it? And how 
sorrowful is he who enters it? 


Allah The Almighty said, 
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“But if they repent, establish prayer, and give Zakah, 
then they are your brothers in religion.” [Strah AlI- 
Tawbah (9):11] 


In this verse, fraternity in religion is hinged on the observance of 
Salah, which indicates the nonexistence of this fraternity were 
they to abandon Salah. 


Allah The Almighty said, 


” 
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“Only those believe in Our verses who, when they are 
reminded by them, fall down in prostration and exalt 
[Allah] with praise of their Lord, and they are not 
arrogant.” [Stirah Al-Sajdah (32):15] | | 


Allah The Almighty said, | 
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“When they are told, ‘Bow down in prayer,’ they do not 
do so. Woe, on that day, to those who denied the truth!” 
[Stirah Al-Mursalat (77):48-49] 


These two verses are mentioned after the verse that reads, 
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“TYou may| eat and enjoy yourselves for a short while, 
evildoers that you are.” [Sirah Al-Mursalat (77):46]| 


This shows that the one who abandons the Salah is an evildoer . 
who deserves to be punished when meeting Allah, Glorified, and 
Exalted. 


Muslim related in his Sahth on the authority of Jabir (cdi) who 
reported that the Messenger (Acssesatleciie) said, 
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“Between the man and disbelief and polytheism is the 
abandonment of Salah.””? 


Imam Ahmad and the authors of the Sunnan works related with a 
sound chain of narration on the authority of “Abd Allah ibn 
Buraydah who reported from his father: I heard the Messenger of 
Allah (Acsaieseclecil) said, | 
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“The covenant between them and us is prayer, so 
whoever abandons it has disbelieved.”4 | 


Imam Ahmad, ibn Hibban, and al-Tabarani related on the 
authority of ‘Abd Allah ibn al-‘As, who reported that the Salah 
was mentioned before the Prophet (Asse Gsetetilye). He said, 
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“Whoever observes it regularly, it will be for him a light, 
an argument in his favor, and salvation on the Day of 
Judgment; and whoever does not observe it regularly, 
he will have no light, no argument in his favor, and no 
salvation, and he will be on the Day of Judgment with 
Qariin (Korah), Pharaoh, Haman, and Ubayy ibn 
Khalaf.” | 


There is an intriguing note to be deduced: the one who abandons 
the Salah is typically distracted by his wealth, kingdom, 
chiefdom, or trade. The one distracted by wealth would be similar 
to Qariin, the one distracted by kingdom would be similar to 
Pharaoh, the one distracted by chiefdom would be similar to 


4 Related by Ahmad. ees al-Tirmidhi (2621), ibn Majah (1079) on the 
authority of Buraydah (4k), and it was graded as sound by Al-Albani in 
“Sahih al-Jami°: (4143). | 
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Haman. The one distracted by trade and wealth would be similar 
to Ubayy ibn Khalaf. 


Imam Ahmad related on the authority of Mu‘adh ibn Jabal 
(xed), who reported that the Messenger of Allah 
(Aca lesacksite) said, 
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“Whoever neglects a prescribed Salah deliberately will 
no longer enjoy the protection of Allah.” 


This is a sound (Sahih) hadith. 


In another hadith related in Sahth al-Bukhart, the Prophet 
(Acai iesaclesi\e) said, 
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“If anyone observes our form of Salah, faces our qibla, 
and eats what we slaughter, that one is a Muslim who 
has protection from Allah and His messenger; so, do not 
betray Allah’s protection.” 


In a sound chain of transmission, Mihjan al-’Aslami (edit) ) 
reported that he was in a gathering with the Messenger of pee 


25 N. (22075). Al-Albani graded in Sahih al-Targhib as a good for extraneous 
reasons (Hasan li Ghayrih1) 
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(dcsal(esede4i{k>) when the Adhan was called for prayer. The 
Messenger of Allah (Acsaiiesaceei{k) got up, then he came back, 
and Mihjan was still sitting there. The Messenger of Allah 
(das alesacei) said to him: 
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“What kept you from praying? Are you not a Muslim 
man?” He said: “Yes, but I had already prayed with my 
family.” The Messenger of Allah (Acs Gseccail~) said to 
him: “When you come, you should pray with the people 


even if you have already prayed.” 


Many other reports are narrating the Companions’ statements in 
this regard. For example, 


‘Umar ibn al-Khattab (&caiies) said, 
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“There is no share in Islam for whoever abandons Salah.” 


26 Ahmad in al-Musnad (16395), al-Nasa’T in his ‘Sunnan’ (857) and Malik in 
his ‘al-Muwata’’ (8). Itis graded as sound by Al-Albani in ‘al-Sahthah’ (1337). 
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He also said, 
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“There is no Islam for whoever abandons Salah.” He made this 
statement in the presence of the Companions (may Allah be 
pleased with them), and none objected. Besides, some of the 
Companions (may Allah be pleased with them) have made similar 
statements such as Mu‘adh ibn Jabal, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Awf, 
Abii Hurayrah, “Abd Allah ibn Mas*id, among others. 


~ Muslim oe in his Sahih on the authority of “Abd Allah ibn 


Mas* ud (424g) who said, 
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“He who likes to meet Allah tomorrow (i.e., on the Day | 
of Judgment) as a Muslim, should take care and observe 

_ the Salah when the Adhan is announced for them. Allah 
has expounded to your Prophet (A<sa\esaccci) the ways 
of right guidance, and this (the Salah) is part of the right 
guidance. If you have to perform Salah in your houses, _ 
as this man who stays away (from the Masjid) and 
performs Salah at his house, you will abandon the 
Sunnah (practice) of your Prophet (4<5 Mesa etifhe), and 
the departure from the Sunnah of your Prophet 
(Acisal\Esace2{) will lead you astray. I had seen the time 
when no one stayed behind except a well-known 
hypocrite. I also saw that a man was brought swaying 
(on account of weakness) between two men till he was 

set up in a row (in the Masjid). A 


Given that such reproach concerns the one who misses the 
congregational Salah, considered by the Companions (may Allah 
be pleased with them) to be a well-known hypocrite, then how 
about the one who abandons it altogether?! We ask Allah to grant 
us safety from such a resort! Indeed, the Salah enjoys a sublime 
status in Islam. Despite this status, many people undervalue the 
Salah such that some people are never seen in the Masjid, though 
probably living nearby. They would not mind attending to their 
worldly needs but would not do so for Salah though they are likely 
to hear the five Adhans. It is as if they say: we hear, but we 
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disobey. It is also confusing to find that some of those individuals 
may live with people who attend the Salah in the Masjid, but the 
latter refrains from advising the former. They do not mind eating, 
drinking, or conversing with such an individual; so, where is 
burning desire for the religion of Allah? Where is enjoining the 
good and forbidding the evil? 


Furthermore, some people observe the conditions, requirements, 
and obligations of Salah inadequately. Others slack off attending 
the congregational Salah, which is a sign of hypocrisy. We must 
therefore observe the Sal&h consistently because it is the most 
significant pillar of Islam, next in line to the testimonies of faith. 
We must beware of treading the path of the evildoers who would 
refrain from praying if they were told to pray. On a similar note, 
the individual should abstain from self-conceit and admiration of 
his own deeds, thus driving him away from glorifying his Lord 
and His rites, which would make him a failure. 


Khalid ibn “‘Umayr al-’ Adawi reported, 
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““Utba ibn Ghazwan delivered us a sermon. He praised — 
Allah, glorified Him, then said: “Verily, the world has | 
been given the news of its end and is running to meet its 
end swiftly. Nothing is left out of it but a tiny amount. 
Similar to the remainder in a dish whose owner is 
collecting it to drink; and you are going to move to an 
abode which knows no end, and you should proceed 
there with the good before you, for we have been 
informed (by the Prophet (Ac.{G.caii~) that a stone 
would be thrown at one side of the Hell. It would travel 
down for seventy years but would not reach its bottom. 
By Allah, it will be filled (with men and jinn). Do you 
find it strange? We have been informed (i.e., by the 
Prophet (Aza esses “ij\~) that the distance between two 
shutters of the gate of Jannah is forty years (distance). 
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And a day would come when it would be fully packed; I 
was the seventh amongst the seven who had been with 
Messenger of Allah (Asse). We had nothing to 
eat but the leaves of the tree until the sides of our mouth 
were injured. We found a sheet which we tore into two 
and divided between myself and Sa‘d ibn Malik. I made 
the lower garment with half of it, and so did Sad. 
Today, none amongst us has become the governor of a 
city. I seek refuge with Allah that I should consider 
myself great while I am _ insignificant to Allah. 
Prophethood does not remain forever, and its impact 
fades with the result that it eventually changes into 
kingship. You would soon come to know and experience 
those rulers who would come after us and see (how far 
they are from religion).”Related by Muslim.”’ 


We ask Allah, Glorified and Exalted, to give us refuge from the 
path of the evildoers, to guide us to observe His worship 
consistently and to aid us in committing to Salah. O Allah, include 
us among those who establish Salah. 


27 N., (2967). 
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TWO CRITICAL STANCES 


Two major stances the servant is expected to pose for them before 
his Lord. One occurs in this worldly life and the other when 
meeting Allah, Glorified and Exalted, on the Day of Judgment. 
The success of the first stance breeds success and happiness in the 
second stance. Similarly, failure in the first stance brings about 
failure and loss in the second stance. | 


First stance: it is manifested in the Salah Allah, Glorified and 
Exalted, obligated upon His servants five times a day and night. 
Anyone who observes it consistently pays it due attention and 
perfects its conditions, obligations, and requirements will ease the 
stance on the Day of Judgment and score success. On the other 
hand, undermining this stance by disregarding Salah and paying 
it less than its due attention, and performing it inadequately will 
double the difficulty on the other stance on the Day of Judgment. 


Hurayth ibn Qabisah ee 
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“I arrived in Medina and asked Allah to bless me with 
the company of a righteous individual. I sat with Abi 
Hurayrah and said: ‘Indeed, I asked Allah to provide 
me with a righteous gathering. So, narrate a hadith to 
me which you heard from Allah's Messenger 
(Acs Esae4i{) so that perhaps Allah would cause me to 
benefit from it.” He said: ‘I heard Allah's Messenger 


(Acs esaclecii ec) say, 


“Indeed, the first deed a servant will be called to 
account on the Day of Resurrection is his Salah. If it is 
complete, he is successful and saved, but if it is defective, 
he has failed and lost.””® 


8 Related by al-Tirmidhi (413), al-al-Nasa’T (465) and it is graded as sound by 
al-Albani in ‘Sahth al-Jami‘’ (2020). 
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It is a sound hadith. Look carefully at how the success in the first 
stance caused the success of the second one and vice-versa. 
Indeed, the one who is negligent of Salah and performs it 
inadequately has doomed himself to utter loss when he stands 
before Allah, Glorified and Exalted, on the second stance. At that 
point, he will be overwhelmed with useless regret. 
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“Whoever observes it regularly, it will be for him a light, 
an argument in his favor, and salvation on the Day of 
Judgment; and whoever does not observe it regularly, 
he will have no light, no argument in his favor, and no 
salvation, and he will be on the Day of Judgment with 
Qarin (Korah), Pharaoh, Haman, and Ubayy ibn 
Khalaf.” | 


As mentioned earlier, the individual who abandons the Salah will 
join the company of the major figures of disbelief. Because he 
chose to be distracted by unnecessary entertainment, falsehood, 
disobedience, debauchery, and following callers of immorality. It 
is why he deserves to be joined with those of his ilk on the Day 
of Judgment. Allah The Almighty said, 
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“[Angels], gather together those who did wrong, and 
others like them, as well as whatever they worshipped.” 
[Stirah Al-Saffat (37):22]. 


People and their likes will be joined together in the Gathering on 
the Day of Judgment. If one observes Salah consistently at the 
Masjid, will enjoy the honor of joining, on the Day of Judgment, 
the obedient such as the prophets, the truthful, the martyrs, the 
pious, and how great is such company. In contrast, the one who 
refuses to join such company by embracing disobedience and 
deviance at the expense of attending Salah will be gathered along 
with the people of his ilk. The Prophet (Acs sales) said, 
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“All of my nation will enter paradise except those who 
refuse.’ It is said, ‘who will refuse, o Messenger of 
Allah? He replied, ‘Whoever obeys me will enter 
paradise, but whoever disobeys me will refuse [to enter 
paradise].”” 


Let us contemplate the stance on the Day of Judgment because 
you will definitely stand there. It is literally a distressful and 
shocking moment; do you know who long it is? It will last a single 
day that equals fifty thousand years. Do you have anything to 
compare this unyielding day with? Let us just assume that you 


? Related by al-Bukhari on the authority of Abi Hurayrah (2d) (7280). 
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will live sixty, seventy, or eighty years; does this minimal number 
stand in comparison? Even more, assuming you would live sixty 
years, one-third of which is spent sleeping on an eight-hour 
sleeping average, thus adding up to twenty years. Add to this 15 
years, more or less, spent underage at the beginning of his life 
where he is not a legally competent individual. So, what is now 
left of those sixty years? 


So, be mindful of Allah with regards to Salah as you stand before 
Allah, Glorified and Exalted. Once achieved, your status before 
Allah will be elevated. You must not waste such status; otherwise, 
nothing awaits you but utter loss. It is soundly related in ‘a/- 
neared by al-Hakim on the authority of Abi Hurayrah 
(4:2éi5) who reported that the Prophet (Acs Gsaclexif) said, 
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“The [length] of the Day of Judgment for believers is 
about the same length between Zuhr and ‘Asgr.”°° 


This hadith highlights Zuhr and ‘Asr to reflects their status and — 
how observing them contribute significantly to that goal. We 
must, therefore, be mindful of Allah in this critical obligation 
because it has been undervalued and the object of negligence by 
many people today. They inadequately observe its requirements 
and conditions, which brings us sorrow to witness such a painful 
reality. Abandonment of the Salah is indeed a severe deprivation 
in this worldly life and the hereafter. So, do not ever please 


30 (1/158) and it is graded as sound by al-Albani in ‘Sahih al-Jami‘’ (8193). 
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yourself with a life of humiliation that will bring you nothing but 
degradation and loss, which is the destiny of anyone who is 
wasteful of Salah. 7 


What good or virtue would one gain if he abandons Salah 
considered to be the bridge between the servant and his Lord? 
Once, someone reprimanded a preacher and told him, “You have 
been delivering Khutbahs for us for many years now; what have 
you offered? He replied, “and you have listening throughout that 
period; what have you done?” When a Muslim hears the 
admonition or a Khutbah, one should internalize it and ask Allah, 
Glorified and Exalted, to ease implementation for him, guide him 
to success, and never leave him on his own accord. People have 
heard plenty of admonitions, yet some are still heedless. People 
will eventually meet Allah, Glorified, and Exalted, and they will 
be judged. Therefore, the individual must seize the opportunity of 
life to reform himself, purify his soul, and polish his deeds; for 
indeed, success lies with Allah alone, without a partner. O Allah, 
there is none worthy of worship but You; we ask You by Your 
beautiful Names and high attributes to include us and our 
offspring in the company of those who establish Salah. 
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AND ENJ OIN SALAH UPON 
YOUR FAMILY | 


It is a divine ordainment and great godly instruction. Most people 
are negligent of this command, namely the saying of Allah, 
Glorified and Exalted, | 
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“And enjoin prayer upon your family [and people] and 

be steadfast therein. We ask you not for provision; We 

provide for you, and the [best] outcome is for uO of] 
righteousness.” [Sirah Taha (20):132] 


This is a direct command from Allah, Glorified and Exalted, to 
His Prophet, the chosen, Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah 
(Aa Ssaleselerilye), ergo a command to his nation unless there is 
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evidence that makes exclusive to the Prophet, which does not 
exist according to the unanimous agreement of scholars. Hence, 
it is obligatory upon every parent or a guardian to pay their 
children the utmost care and meticulously track the extent of their 
commitment to the Salah. It is needless to say that such parent 
must be a diligent observer of Salah to act as a role model for his 
children and encourage them to keep up observing Salah in the 
manner Allah, Glorified and Exalted, enjoined. 


The above verse indicates two significant points: First: the 
individual must be mindful of himself regarding observing Salah 
patiently because this life is riddled with countless distractions 
and diversions capable of reorienting people’s attention from the 
consistent observance of Salah such as sleep, laziness, or 
entertainment. The Salah requires enduring patience and 
consistency, making it difficult for many people to keep up their 
pace without boredom. The Prophet (Acca Graces) was asked, 
ee NW &l 
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“Which deed is beloved to Allah the most?” He 
answered, ‘Observing Salah at their prescribed times.’ 
“What is next?’ it was asked. He said, ‘Kindness to the 


parents.’” Ibn Hajar commented on this hadith, 
“Indeed, consistent observance of Salah at their 
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AND ENJOIN SALAH UPON YOUR FAMILY 


prescribed times and kindness to the parents are 
repetitive and lasting actions that require considerable 


patience and commitment to the command of Allah 
931 


available only to the sincere. 
Second: it instructs the parent to take genuine care of his family 
and children by raising them on observing the Salah and tracking 
their performance. In the same lines as the above verse, it is 
related by Abii Dawid in his ‘Sunnan’ on the authority of ‘Abd 
Allah ibn “Amr ibn al-‘As, who reported that the Prophet 


(Acs esaclecife) said, 
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“Command your children to pray when they become 
seven years old, and beat them for it (Salah) when they 


become ten years old, and arrange their beds (to sleep) 
9932 


Separately. 
This highly emphasized follow up is eqn at 2 an say age such 
that the parent begins to encourage his children to pray at the age 
of seven. When the child reaches ten years old, he must be 
disciplined moderately if he is negligent or abandons the Salah. If 
someone were to look at the reality of the Muslim families today, 


*! Fath al-Bari: (2/11) 


32 Related by Ahmad (6756), Abi Dawid (495), al-Hakim (1/311) and it is 
graded as sound by al- Albani in ‘Sahih al-Jami- G 868). 
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one will, unfortunately, find negligence mainly on the part of the 
father who is himself negligent and unable to act as a role model 
for his children in observing Sal&h consistently. As a result, his 
children grow up negligent of Salah because their upbringing is 
the product of how their fathers raise them. There is no greater 
mistreatment a father could do than behaving carelessly regarding 
their observance of the Salah. Imam ibn al-Qayyim (may Allah 
have mercy on him) noted in this regard, 
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“A parent who abandons his/her children and behaves 
carelessly with regards to educating them what is 
beneficial has mistreated their rights gravely. Most 
children are corrupt because of the negligence of their 
fathers, who are reluctant to educate them on the 
obligations and recommendations of this religion. They 
have failed them at their young age, and consequently, 


_ they grew up useless and could not help their parents 


when they are old.””> 


This is a dire position to fill. It requires the father to initially be 
self-correcting to adequately advise those under his responsibility 


33 Tuhfat al-Mawlid (229; al-’ Arna’iit edition). 
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AND ENJOIN SALAH UPON YOUR FAMILY 


like his wife and his children. He should discipline them to 
observe Salah appropriately and consistently. Now, let me talk to 
you, sons. If Allah, Glorified and Exalted, blessed you with a 
father who diligently encourages you to observe Salah, do not 
display any annoyance or boredom because he is sparing no effort 
to save you from the wrath of Allah and attempts to lead you to 
what pleases Allah, Glorified and Exalted. Allah, Glorified, and 
Exalted, grants His pleasure only to those who observe Salah 
consistently. Consider the praise of Allah, Glorified and Exalted, 
of His Prophet Isma‘il (peace be upon him). Allah, Glorified and 
Exalted, said, 3 
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“And he used to enjoin on his people prayer and Zakat 
and was to his Lord pleasing.” [Stirah Maryam (19):55] 


Allah was pleased with him because he followed every path likely 
to secure the pleasure of Allah, Glorified and Exalted, at the lead 
of which is observing Salah consistently and raising the 
household to do so. y ot | 


Zayd ibn Aslam narrated from his father said, ““Umar ibn al- 
Khattab used to spend considerable time standing in Salah at 
night. And by the end of the night, he would wake his family for 
Salah. He used to say to them, “[Get up to] pray, [get up to] pray.” 
Then he would recite this verse, — 
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“And enjoin prayer upon your family [and people] and 
be steadfast therein. We ask you not for provision; We 
provide for you, and the [best] outcome is for [those of] 


righteousness." 


Do you see how the Salaf (may Allah be pleased and have mercy 
on them) used to react with this divine instruction? Compare this 
with the reality of negligence and abandonment of Salah that 
many people live today. We seriously need to be consistent in 
observing Salah as well as overseeing our children’s commitment 
to Salah. We are in a dire need to resort to Allah sincerely to 
include our children and us from those who keep up the Salah. 
One of the most relevant of supplication in such a context is that 
of Ibrahim (<5 es.ce4i{~) found in the following verse, 


5 SS oy SD A Bes) 35 > 


34 Related by Malik in al-Muwatta’ (n. 389) and it is graded as sound by al- 
Albani in his edition of al-Mishkah (1/390) 
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“Lord, grant that I and my offspring may keep up the 
prayer. Our Lord, accept my supplication.” [Sirah 
Ibrahim (14):40] 
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THE SALAH IS OBLIGATORY 


FOR THE BELIEVERS AT 
PRESCRIBED TIMES 


POSTS 


Salah is the scale of deeds, and its perfection relies solely on the 
extent of one’s faith. This manifests in observing it at its 
prescribed times. Allah, Glorified and Exalted, said, 
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“Prayer is obligatory for the believers at prescribed 
times.” [Stirah Al-Nisa’ (4):103] 


Abi Dhar (zd) reported that the Prophet (Acjaiesecle2i) said, 
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THE SALAH IS OBLIGATORY FOR THE BELIEVERS AT PRESCRIBED 
TIMES 


“Observe the Salah at its prescribed time.”*> 


Crucially, observing the Salah at its due time is a necessary 
condition for its validity. Those prescribed times are blessed and 
highlighted on several occasions in the Qur’an. Their details are 
clarified in the verbal and actionable Sunnah of the Prophet 
(Acsa\\Kesacleci{\). Muslims have learned them from the Prophet 
(Acs aesacesi~) and conveyed it. 


Allah The Almighty said, 
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“So, perform the regular prayers in the period from the 
time the sun is past its zenith till the darkness of the 
night, and [recite] the Qur’an at dawn- dawn recitation 
is always witnessed. ” [Stirah Al-’Isra’ (17):78] 


He Almighty also said, 
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“So, celebrate Allah’s glory in the evening, in the 
morning- And to Him is [due to all] praise throughout 


35 Related by Muslim (658). 
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the heavens and the earth. And [exalted is He] at night 
and when you are at noon.” [Sirah Al-Riim (13):17-18] 


Ibn ‘Abbas (22% and his father) reported that the Messenger of 
Allah (Acsaiesacees “ifs ) said, 
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“Gabriel led me in prayer twice at the house (i.e., the 
Ka'bah). He prayed Zuhr prayer with me when the sun 
had passed the meridian to the extent of the thong of a 
sandal; he prayed Asr prayer with me when the shadow 
of everything was as long as itself; he prayed Maghrib 

_ prayer with me when one who is fasting breaks the fast; 
he prayed ‘Isha’ prayer with me when the twilight had | 
ended, and he prayed Fajr prayer with me when food 
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and drink become forbidden to one who is keeping the 
fast. On the following day, he prayed Zuhr prayer with 
me when his shadow was as long as himself; he prayed 
“Asr prayer with me when his shadow was twice as long 
as himself; he prayed Maghrib prayer at the time when 
one who is fasting breaks the fast; he prayed ‘Isha’ 
prayer with me when about a third of the night had 
passed, and he prayed Fajr prayer with me when there 
was a fair amount of light. Then turning to me, he said: 
Muhammad, this is the time observed by the prophets 
before you.” | 


The above is clear and well-known times for everyone. Once they 
are due, the Adhan is announced at the Muslims’ masjids, calling 
on people to ‘Hayya ‘Ala al-Salah, Hayya ‘Ala al-Falah’ (Come 
to Prayer, Come to Success). Indeed, people appreciate going to 
Salah in the morning, and they will appreciate piety after death. 
Now, consider the statement of Gabriel, 
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“This is the time observed by the prophets before you.” 


This reflects that the prescribed five times of Salah were ordained 
on prophets who preceded the Prophet Muhammad 
(Aca Esaclexile ). Additionally, this proves the great status of those 
prescribed times, wherein people wake up and stop working. 
They remind the heedless and call everyone to head to the houses 
of Allah, Glorified and Exalted, to ee those Salah i in their 
prescribed times. 
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Negligence of Salah exhibits itself in delaying the observance of 
Salah beyond its prescribed time. Allah, Glorified and Exalted, 


said, 
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“but there came after them generations who neglected © 
prayer and were driven by their own desires. These are 
going to mee evil;” [Surah Maryam (19):59] ° 


Umar ibn ‘Abd al-* Aziz (4<2ii5) read 
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“Their abonnement of Salah was not in leaving it 
altogether but rather in delaying it beyond its 
prescribed time.” Allah, Glorified and Exalted, said, 
“So woe to those who pray but are heedless of their 
prayer.” [Al-Ma iin: 4-5] 


Ibn ‘Abbas (<ai\c4; and his father) commented, 


36 Tafsir al-Tabari (18/216; Shakir’s edition). 
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“It refers to those who delays Salah beyond its prescribed 


time. 9937 


Delaying Salah is a grave danger as it proves lax religious 
commitment. This conduct is alarmed in various Hadiths said by 
our Prophet (Acsaiesacesik) to warn them against missing the 
prescribed times of Salah. Some of those Hadiths are as follows: 
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Ibn Umar (885 and his father) reported that the 
Prophet (Acsal ase Sif) said: 


“He who missed his afternoon prayer it is as ihiotich he 
was deprived of his family and property.”°® 


It instructs the individual to beware of missing Salah in the same 
level of keenness he would be in protecting his wealth and 
household against loss and deprivation. 


Anas (éaigs5) area that the Prophet (Acsaieslealye) said, 


37 Tafsir al-Tabari (24/631). 
38 Related by Muslim (626). 
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“That is the prayer of the hypocrite. He sits watching 
the sun, until when it is between the horns of the 
Shaytan, he stands and pecks out four Rak‘ahs, not 
remembering Allah in them but a little." 


There are many other Hadiths in this regard. 


How is our condition with Salah? To what extent are we keen on 
observing it at its prescribed time? Let us hold ourselves 
accountable before Allah does; let us scale our deeds before they 
are scaled for us. O Allah, include our children and us among 
those who keep up the Salah. 
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THE CONNECTION 
BETWEEN THE SALAH AND 
SEEING ALLAH - 


The most complete form of bliss for the inhabitants of Paradise is 
the sight of their Lord, Glorified and Exalted, is ms It is their 


greatest pleasure in the abode of bliss. Suhayb (edi) reported 
that the Prophet (dasa Gsacetil ) said, 
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“When those deserving of Paradise would enter 
salut Allah, the Blessed and the Exalted wou ask: 


REVERENCE FOR THE SALAH 


‘Do you wish Me to give you anything more?’ They 
would say: Have You not brightened our faces? Have 
You not made us enter Paradise and saved us from 
Fire? He (the narrator) said: He (Allah) would lift the 
veil, and of things given to them, nothing would he 


_ dearer to them than the sight of their Lord, the Mighty 
9939 


and the Glorious. 
There is a strong connection between Salah and the sight of Allah; 
and to give this unsurpassed honor, one must be committed to 
Salah whereas negligence causes deprivation and loss. This 
connection is proven by the Qur’an and Sunnah. In the Qur an, 
Allah The Almighty said, 
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“On that Day there will be radiant faces, looking 
towards their Lord, and on that day, there will be the 
sad and despairing faces of those who realize that a 
great calamity is about to befall them. Truly, when the 


3? Related by Muslim: (181). 
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soul reaches the collarbone, when it is said, ‘Could any 
charm-healer save him now?’; when he Knows it is the 
final parting when his legs are brought together: on that 
day, he will be driven towards your Lord. He neither 
believed nor prayed but denied the truth and turned 
away.” [Stirah Al-Qiyamah (75):22-32] 2 


The verse, “On that Day there will be radiant faces,” means 
their faces will be delighted and bright, looking at their Lord with 
their physical sight. Al-Hasan al-Basri noted, 
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“It [believer’s face] should be radiant as it is looking 
directly at the Creator.””° | 


The next topic of the verses are those whose faces are sad, 
despairing, and frowning. One of their [evil] deeds is the 
abonnement of Salah. Deductively, this shows that the people 
with radiant faces looking at Allah are the ones who are 
committed to Salah. | 


In the Sunnah, Jarir ibn “Abd Allah (zai) reported that the 
Prophet (Acsaliesadecife) said, 


40 Tafsir al-Tabari (24/72). 
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“You all will see your Lord as you see this full moon, 
and you will have no trouble in seeing Him. So, if you 
can avoid missing (through sleep or business, etc.) a 
prayer before sunrise (Fajr) and a prayer before sunset 
( Asr), you must do so.7741 


Jarir then recited, 
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“and exalt [Allah] with praise of your Lord before the 
rising of the sun and before its setting.” [Sirah Taha 
(20):130] 


This hadith indicates the connection between Salah and the sight 
of Allah. Ibn Rajab (may Allah have mercy upon him) noted, 
“The reason for enjoining to keep up performing those two Salah 
immediately after the sight of Allah. It reads, ‘The highest point 
in Paradise is seeing Allah, Glorified and Exalted. Similarly, the 
most honorable act in the worldly life is [observing] those two 
Salah. So, by observing them consistently, the likelihood of 


“1 Related by al-Bukhari (554) and Muslim (633). 


LPL R POEL ILI EAA EEE EA ALPES LEA ALANA AEE AAPA REA APE EEE AERP LACE EER RAPE EAE EEC LCE LENCE EEE EEE RCE EEE EERE EEA PEE ERE AON PEA ELAN PAA EAL 


THE CONNECTION BETWEEN THE SALAH AND SEEING ALLAH 


entering Paradise and seeing Allah, ound and Exalted, therein 


is very strong. “— 


Undoubtedly, once the Companions heard the statement of the 
Prophet (Acs Kseckexif.), 
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“You people will see your Lord as you see this full moon, 
and you will have no trouble in seeing Him,” 


they must have entertained a passionate longing. They must have 
inquired about the means to secure such a superb goal. And 
because the Prophet (Acjalesaeaifk-) would ask a question 
without ea provide an answer for it, he added, 
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“if you can avoid missing (through sleep or business, 
etc.) a prayer before sunrise (Fajr) and a prayer before 
sunset (Asr), you must do so.” 


He (Awa esaieci{~) indicated that seeing Allah, Glorified and 


Exalted, on the Day of Judgment will not be earned by mere 
wishing. Allah The Almighty said, 


* Fath al-Bari (4/323). 
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“It will not be according to your hopes or those of the 
People of the Book.” [Sirah Al-Nisa’ (4):123] | 


Instead, it demands diligence and strong commitment. Therefore, 

the Prophet (AcsaiGsace4ii) explained how one can earn the 
seeing of Allah, Glorified, and Exalted. One of them is observing 
the two Salah, Fajr, and “Asr. On account of which there is 
abundant evidence speaking to their excellence. They are single 
out of all the remaining Salah because they present a burden for 
many people. A person diligent enough to observe them 
consistently will find no trouble in observing the remaining Salah. 
Fajr, in particular, is the key prayer of the day; whomever Allah 
blesses to wake up to perform, it will be enabled to perform the 
remaining Salah of the day. Interestingly, the individual’s 
behavior with regards to Fajr Salah sets the mode for his day. One 
of the Salaf remarked, “Your day is like your camel; if you hold 
its front, the rear will follow suit.” | 


The clause, “so if you can avoid missing,” lays out the fact that 
this worldly life is full of distractions diverting the individual’s 
attention from keeping up with those two Salah. Those 
distractions are comparatively more in our time. Some people are 
distracted from Salah, the joy of the believer, by just drinking a 
cup of tea, others by an idle and immoral conversation, others by 
null entertainment, and others by sleeping and _ laziness. 
Furthermore, the hadith shows that sound belief influences the 
individual’s behavior; the more faithful and unwavering the 
individual, the more pious, diligent, and committed to the 
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obedience of Allah. Due to such a strong connection between the 
Salah and seeing Allah on the Day of Judgment, our Prophet 
(Acsa\{esacle4i{) used to ask Allah, after his Salah, to grant such a 
great pleasure and reward. 


‘Ata’ ibn al-Sa ‘ib narrated from his father who reported: “ 
‘Ammar ibn Yasir led us in prayer, and he made it brief. Some of 
the people said to him: "You made the prayer brief.’ He said: 
‘Nevertheless, I still recited supplications that I heard from the 
Messenger of Allah (Acs siesacleaiie).' When he got up and left, a 
man- he was my father, but he did not name himself- followed 
him and asked him about that supplication, then he came and told 
the people: 
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“Allahumma bi ‘ilmikal-ghaiba wa qudratika ‘alal- 
khalqi ahyini ma ‘alimtal-hayata khairan li, wa 
tawaffani idha ‘alimtal-wafata khairan li. Allahumma 
as'aluka khashyataka fil-ghaibi wash-shahadati wa 
as'aluka kalimatul-aqua fir-rida'i wal ghadab, wa 
as'alukal-qasda fil faqr wal-ghina, wa as'aluka na'iman 
la yanfadu wa as'‘aluka qurrata ainan la tanqati'u wa 
as'alukar-rida'i ba'dal-qada'i wa as'aluka bardal ‘aishi 
ba'dal-mawti, wa as'aluka ladhatan-nazari ila wajhika 
wash-shawga ila liqa'ika fi fitnatin mudillatin, 
Allahumma zayyina dizinatil-Imani waj'alna hudatan 
muhtadin” 


(O Allah, by Your knowledge of the unseen and Your 
power over creation, keep me alive so long as You know 
that living is good for me and cause me to die when You 
know that death is better for me. O Allah, cause me to 
fear You in secret and in public. I ask You to make me 
right in speech in times of pleasure and of anger. I ask 
You to make me moderate in times of wealth and 
poverty. And I ask You for everlasting delight and joy 
that will never cease. I ask You to make me pleased with 
that which You have decreed and for an easy life after 
death. I ask You for the sweetness of looking upon Your 
face and a longing to meet You in a manner that does 
not entail a calamity that will bring about harm or a 
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trial that will cause deviation. O Allah, beautify us with 
the adornment of faith and make us among those who 


guide and are rightly guided. 1143 


May Allah bless us with a commitment to Salah, and may He, 
Glorified and Exalted, grant us the pleasure of looking at His 
Face, longing to meet Him in a manner that does not entail a 
calamity that will bring about harm or a trial that will cause 
deviation. | 


“Related by al-Nasa’i (1305) and it is graded as sound by al-Albani in his 
edition of ’al-Mishkah (2/769) 
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Allah, Glorified and Exalted, has granted our Prophet 
(Acsal\esaclexif) the power of verbal elucidation and impeccable 
literary prowess. Anyone paying strong ties to the Sunnah and the 
guidance of the best of creation (Acai Gsaex{\2) will gain success 
in this. worldly life and the hereafter. This chapter briefly 
addresses a very impactful commandment of our noble Prophet 
ppncntite inclusive of all sorts of goodness. Abt: “Ayytib 
al-Ansari (<2i\c45) reported: 


‘““A man came to the Prophet (Aca esaclecifs) and requested, ‘O 
Messenger of Allah, admonish me (teach me, according to 
another version) but make it concise.’ He said: 
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‘When you stand to pray, pray like a man bidding 
farewell. Do not say anything for which you will have to 


apologize later. And give up hope for what other people 
99944 


have. 
This is a good (Hasan) hadith due to the various versions 
supporting it. This great hadith included three critical 
commandments inclusive of all the good; whoever understands 
and implements them will gain all the good in this worldly life 
and hereatter. 


First éoimandiienty ‘paying dae. attention to Salah and 
performing it adequately. 


Second commandment: be mindful of verbal utterances. 


Third commandment: encouragement of contentment and 
attaching one’s heart to Allah alone. 


First commandment: our Prophet (Acs sl sacleth Ai ) called on the 
individual to pray as if he is bidding farewell. In sucha situation, 
a traveler would not usually leave no feeling unexpressed. 
Typically, a person who travels with hopes of return would not 
entertain similar thoughts like the one traveling without ever 
returning. So, when the individual prays with the mindset this 
_ may be his last Salah, he would perform it diligently and be 
mindful of every bow, prostration, obligatory, and recommended 
actions. Accordingly, every believer should recall this 
commandment at every Salah to inspire the feeling of last Salah. 
Perfecting the Salah drives the individual to embrace virtues and 


“4 Related by Ahmad (23498), ibn Maja (4171), and check ‘Al-Sahihah’ (401) 
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acts of good just as it alienates him from every evil and 
immorality. It fills his heart with firm belief and imparts the 
tasteful feeling of faith. At such point, Salah becomes the joy of 
one’s eye, his comfort, and happiness 


Second commandment: to be mindful of verbal utterances. The 
tongue is the individual’s most substantial liability. Once a word 
is released from the mouth, one no longer owns it in addition to 
carrying its consequences. For this reason, the Prophet 


(Acsalesacleais) said, 
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“Do not say anything for which you will have to 
apologize.” 


In other words, resist your urges from uttering a word that would 
demand your apology later. As long as you govern your 
utterances, you own every word; but the word owns you once you 
say something that requires 4 apology. The Prophet 
(Acss Gsacesi{) told Mu‘adh (22a), 


+? “Z 


slid, sa tal ane olds UE GUS 3 EDs a YI 


a 
S 


JN SI arses SE ote C25 fy Wl WS NB ty, 
tee gif Jglas. Yl - wa se JE 


“Shall I not tell you of the basis of all of that?” I said, 
“Yes, O nes of Allah.” side he took hold of his 
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tongue and said, “Restrain this.” I said, “O Prophet of 
Allah, will we be taken to account for what we say with 


it?” He (dasa sacecif.) said, 
“May your mother be bereaved of you, O Mu ‘adh! Is 


there anything that throws people into the Hellfire upon 
their faces — or: on their noses — except the navest 


of their tongues?”* 


The tongue is a serious liability as it reported that the Messenger 
of Allah (Aaja esata) said, 
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“When the son of Adam gets up in the morning, all the — 
limbs humble themselves before the tongue and say: 
"Fear Allah for our sake because we are bound by you: 
(i.e., we will be rewarded or punished as a result of what 
you do); if you are straight, we will be straight; and if 
you are crooked, we will become crooked.””” 


45 Related by Ahmad (22016), al-Tirmidhi (2616) and it is graded as sound by 
al-Albani in Sahth al-Jami’ (5136) 


“© Related by Ahmad (11908), al-Tirmidhi (2407) and it is graded as good by 
al-Albani in Sahih al-Jami (351). It is reported by Abi Sa id al-Khudri 


(Leal). 
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One other remark can be deduced from the Prophet’s 
comprehensive commandment, 
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“Do not say anything for which you will have to 
apologize later.” 


It invites the individual to pause for assessment of every word 
before it comes out of his mouth; if it is good, he should speak; 
otherwise, refrain. However, if what he is about to say is 
questionable, he should also refrain from avoiding uncalculated 
risks until he has conclusive assessment of its nature. The Prophet 


(Acgaiesadeaille) said, 
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“Whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day, let him 
say good or remain silent.”*” 


Many people entangle themselves in deadlock situations just by 
their tongue. They speak unrestrainedly without pondering the 
unpleasant consequences in this world and the hereafter. A 
rational person, by contrast, assesses his words and speak 
mindfully without incurring any apology as our Prophet 
(Acsa\esacleci) instructed. The time marker ‘later’ in the topic 
hadith likely refers to two possible times: when one stands before 


47 Related by al-Bukhari (6018) and Muslim (47) on the authority of Abt 
Hurayrah (<2ii¥). 
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Allah or demands the individual to apologize for what he said. 
The former meaning is directly related to Salah because what kind 
of apology would one have to offer before his Lord for missing 
the Salah, the first item of judgment? 


Third commandment: it calls on contentment, attaching one’s 
heart to Allah alone, and completely giving up hope in what 
others’ have. It instructs determination and heartily resolve to 
disengage desiring anything people have. Instead, one should 
place his hope in Allah rather than people. Just as you verbally 
ask none but Allah, you must orient your heart to direct hope 
towards Allah. One of the most practical means to achieve this is 
the Salah that constitutes a connection between you and your 
Lord. Evidently, the one who gives up hope in what people have 
leads a life of dignity and prestige. In contrast, the entertaining 
hopes in what people have leads a life of humiliation and 
debasement. Allah, Glorified and Exalted, grants contentment in 
this world and the hereafter to the one who asks, hopes, and 
attaches his heart to none but Him. Allah, Glorified and Exalted, 
said, 
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“Is Allah not enough for His servant?” [Sirah Al-Zumar 
(39):36] 


He Almighty also said, 
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“Allah will be enough for those who put their trust in 
Him.” [Surah Al-Talag (65):3] 


Indeed, success is granted by none but Allah. 
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THE OBLIGATION OF THE 
CONGREGATIONAL SALAH 


One of the features of this great religion and an excellent ritual of | 
Islam is the congregational Salah in the masjid. It is obligatory 
upon men during traveling and residence and at times of fear and 
safety. Its proofs are present in the Qur’an, Sunnah, and the 
practice of Muslims a generation after another. For its cause, 
masjids were inhabited, and official appointments of Imams and 
Muezzins were made. The Salah Adhan inviting people to ‘come 
to success’ was religiously legislated. Allah The Almighty 
commanded His Prophet (Acsalesusike) to observe the 
congregational Salah at the time of battle-driven fear. Allah The 
Almighty said, a 
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“When you [Prophet] are with the believers, leading 
them in prayer, let a group of them stand up in prayer 
with you, taking their weapons with them, and when 
they have finished their prostration, let them take up 
their positions at the back. Then let the other group, 
who have not yet prayed, pray with you, also on their 
guard and armed with their weapons.” [Sirah Al-Nisa 
(4):102] 


The standard maxim dictates that a command given to the Prophet 
(Acsaieseceeike) is automatically extended to his nation unless 
there is evidence indicating its specificity to the Prophet. This 
honorable verse illustrated the obligation of the congregational 
Salah because Muslims were not given the concession to leave 
individually at times of fear. Had it not been obligatory, the prime 
cause to leave it would have been the battle-driven fear. However, 
the congregational Salah at the time of fear does give up many of 
the obligatory acts in the Salah itself. Thus, compensating for its 
obligation. The fear-driven congregational Salah tolerates 
excessive movements such as changing posts, carrying weapons, 
tracking the movements of the enemy, and veering off the Qibla, 
all for the sole purpose of convening Muslims on a congregational 
Salah. Therefore, the above textual proof is one of the most 
conclusive on the obligation of the congregational Salah. 


Allah, Glorified and Exalted, said, 
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“Keep up the prayer, pay the prescribed Zakat, and 
bow your heads [in worship] with those who bow 
theirs.” [Stirah Al-Baqarah (2):43] 


Allah commanded that Salah must be Speen in the company of 
those who bow after He, Glorified and Exalted, commanded that 
Salah is to be kept up. It is to be observed in the masjid rather than 
at his house alone. Furthermore, one other proof of the —— 
of the congregational Salah is reported by Abt Hurayrah (22281555) 


that the Prophet (4 jal esacecifs ) said, | 
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“The most burdensome prayers for the hypocrites are 
the ‘Isha’ and the Fajr Salah. If they were to know the 
blessings they have in store, they would have come to 
them, even if it was crawling, and I thought that I should 
order the Salah to be commenced and command a 
person to lead people thereof. I should go along with 
some persons having a bundle of firewood with them to 
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the people who have not attended the Salah (in 


congregation) and would burn their houses with fire.”*® 


The Prophet (Acsaiesaccti{~) labeled the people missing the 
congregational Salah in the hadith above as hypocrites, which 
matches their description in the Qur'an. Allah, Glorified and 
Exalted, said, 


“The hypocrites try to deceive Allah, but it is He who 
causes them to be deceived. When they stand up to pray, 
they do so sluggishly, showing off in front of people, and 
remember Allah only a little.” [Stirah Al-Nisa’ (4):142] 


Allah The Almighty said about them, 


5 


48 Related by al-Bukhari (657) and Muslim (651) 
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“and that they come not to prayer except while they are 
lazy and that they do not spend except while they are 
unwilling. ” [Sirah Al-T awbah (9):54] 


The Prophet (Aca Gsacetile ) threatened those lagging behind the 
congregational Salah to put their houses on fire, which is a severe 
punishment. Put together, the label of hypocrisy and the threat of 
fire explicitly indicates the gravity of such wrongdoing that incurs 
severe punishments in the worldly life and the hereafter. 


His ee 
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“If they were to know the blessings they have in store, 
they would have come to them, even if it was crawling,” 


Shows that consistent observance of congregational Salah and 
paying it its due attention is driven by the more profound concern 
of the heart that realizes the status of performing the Salah in 
congregation. On the other hand, a heart heedless of the value of 
Salah nor the status of performing it in congregation will certainly 
miss observing it. So, if the person lacks proper awareness of the 
value of praying in the masjid and the status of the congregational 
Salah in Islam, he will repeatedly miss the congregation. On this 
point, there is an exciting story of an ordinary man who 
complained about the unwillingness of his children to pray in 
congregation. And their refusal of his continuous attempts to 
advise them. He told me while moving about his hand, 


“Tt is all about the heart—and he pointed at the heart. Were my 
children to realize the value and status of the Salah, they would 
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not miss it. However, their unwillingness, laziness, and 
sluggishness are the consequences of the weakness of their hearts 
and their failure to internalize the value and status of the Salah.” 


It is related to Sahth Muslim: 
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“that a blind man told the Messenger (Asai Gsaccaile), I 
have no one to guide me to the masjid. He, therefore, 
asked. Allah's Messenger (Acs Gsac<ij~) permission to 
pray in his house. He (tee Prophet) granted him 
permission. When the man turned away, he called him 
and said, ‘Do you hear the call to prayer?’ He said, 
‘Yes.’ He (the Prophet then) said, ‘Respond to it”? 


Although this blind man presented many excuses, he was still 
commanded to observe the congregational Salah. So, how about 
those who miss it without any valid excuse while living near the 
masjid, hearing the Adhan loud and clear. He is called upon [in 
Adhan], but he refuses to answer, commanded. Still, he refuses to 
comply and sins but refuses to repent. 


49 N. (653) 
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There is a similar hadith of ibn Maktiim who he told the 
Messenger of Allah (dcsaiesaceaii.), | 


ple ale pe GB She Eg algall Bu %, ad 
Sb 255 CMI fe & Sali fe & aacil" 


“There are many poisonous insects and wild beasts in 
Medina, and I am blind. Please grant me permission to 
perform Salih at home." He (Ass Esaclecitc) inquired 
whether he could hear the call: Hayya al- Salah; Hayya 
‘ala al-Falah (Come to the prayer, come to the success). 
When he replied in affirmative, the Messenger of Allah 
(Acs esac) directed him to come (to the masjid) for 
prayer.”>” 


In another narration, Ibn ‘Abbas (esis é, and his father) reported 
that the Prophet (Acs Esaclecile ) a 


7 yale Gat base ey 


“Whoever hears the call and does not come, his prayer 


@ 3 e ; : A 
is not valid, except for those who have an excuse.”>! 


°° Related by Ahmad (15490), Abii Dawiid (553), al-Nasa’i (851), it is graded 
as sound by al-Albani in Sahih Abii Dawid (562). 


>! Related by ibn Maja in ‘al- Sunnan’ (793). and it is graded as sound by al- 
Albani in Sahih al-Jami (6300). | 
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This hadith is plainly explicit in proving the obligation of the 
congregational Salah. Some scholars have used this hadith to hold 
that Salah prayed individually without an excuse is invalid based 
on the saying of the Prophet (peace and blessing be upon him), 


sé yn Fi 


“his prayer is not valid, except for those who have an 
excuse.” 


However, the most accurate scholarly opinion is that Salah prayed 
individually is still valid, although the individual has sinned and 
incurred the wrath of Allah for missing the congregation without 
a valid excuse. 


It is epated that the Prophet icpeed used to inquire 
about who attended Salah. Ubay ibn Ka’ b (ails cul, ) reported that 
the Prophet (Aco esate) said, 
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“Is so and so present?’ They said, ‘No.’ He (again) 
asked, ‘Is so and so present?’ They replied, ‘No.’ He 
then said, ‘These two prayers— meaning Fajr and 
‘Isha’— are the ones which are most burdensome to 
_ hypocrites. Had they known what they contain (.e., 
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blessings), they would have come to othe, even if it was 
crawling.” a : 


As mentioned earlier, the first generation of this nation have oy 
Salah their utmost attention, as reported by ibn Mas ‘iid (Helle :2dils5), 
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“T had seen n the time when no one stayed behind except : 
a well-known hypocrite. I also saw that a man was 

brought swaying (on account of weakness) between two 
men till he was set up in a row (in the masjid).” 


If one of the Companions could not walk due to an illness or 
senility, they would hold him and help him walk until he stands 
in the row to perform the congregational Salah. All because they 
have internalized the value and status of the Salah deeply. 
Because their hearts greatly appreciated the status of the Salah, 
their frail bodies followed suit. They moved to attend the 
congregational Salah in the masjid. Furthermore, we witnessed 
some of the righteous old people who would come to the masjid 
in a fragile physical condition. They could barely stand, but they 
had the resolve to endure their weakness just to observe the 
congregational Sa in the masjid as they were commanded. 


-2 Related by Abii Dawiid (554), al-Nasa’7 (843), it is godede as good by al- 
Albani in Sahih Abt Dawid (563). 
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Their consistency is the outcome of their sublime hearts and great 
appreciation of the status of the Salah. As for those with sound 
and healthy bodies who miss the congregational Salah, their 
unwillingness is the product of the weakness of their hearts and 
their failure to grasp the status and value of Salah. 


Sa‘id ibn al-Musayyib (may Allah have mercy upon him) said, 
ie Cyasl As see N ELS SE 


“T have not missed a single congregational Salah for 
9953 


forty years. 
Now, how many people miss congregational Salah in a week or 
even a single day? Fortunately, Allah, Glorified, and Exalted have 
blessed the senior people with the wheelchair. Some of them push 
their children to wheel them to the masjid just to observe the 
congregational Salah in the masjid despite their weak physical 
condition, something that makes us reminisce about the old days 
of the honorable Salaf. Is it nor appropriate for the youth enjoying 
the sound and healthy physical conditions to heed the example of 
those seniors? They should seize this opportunity to internalize 
the value and status of Salah rather than living alien to the good 
and deprived of excellence and high status before Allah, 
Glorified, and Exalted. 


The location of the congregation Salah is at the masjid where, 


3 Related by ibn Sa‘d in al-Tabaqat (5/131) and Abi Nu‘aym in al-Hilyah 
(2/162). 
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“Allah has ordained that they are raised high and that 
His name is remembered in them.” [Sirah Al-Nor 
(24):36] - 


The Masjid is the joy of the people of faith and their place of 
comfort and happiness. It is the most beloved place to Allah. This 
fact is perfectly realized by every individual who consistently 
prays at the masjid and is full of sincerity to Allah, Glorified, and 
Exalted. When you hear their words in the description of the 
masjid, they would typically say that the masjid is where their 
worries and distress are alleviated and replaced with comfort and 
tranquility. | 


It should be added that praying the eseeieiiadl Salah in the 
masjid, as commanded by Allah and His Messenger, is one of the 
sublime rituals of Islam and a distinct sign of masculinity. Allah, 
the Lord of the worlds, said, 
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“In masjids which Allah has ordained that they are 
raised high and that His name is remembered in them, 
with men in them celebrating His glory morning and 
evening: men who are not distracted, either by 
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commerce or profit, from remembering God, keeping 
up the prayer.” [Sirah Al-Nir (24):36-37] 


So how fulfilled is the masculinity of those who lag behind the 
congregational Salah, depreciate, and abandon it? Imam ibn al- 
Qayyim (may Allah have mercy upon him) said, 


“Whoever pondered carefully on the Sunnah will come 
to the conclusion that observing the congregational 
Salah in the masjid is an individual obligation that is 
only tolerated in the presence of a valid excuse. So, 
abandoning the congregational Salah without a valid 
excuse is akin to abandoning the congregation of 
Muslims [at any major event]. In this manner, all the 
Hadiths addressing this topic are in reconciliation.””* 


In a fatwa issued by the Permanent Committee of Fatwa in the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia—may Allah preserve it—, 


“Observing the [congregational] Salah is an individual 
obligation whose evidence is found in the Qur 4n and 


Sunnah.” 


They [the members of the committee (may Allah preserve those 
who are alive and have mercy on those who died from them)] 
cited several proofs from the Qur'an and Sunnah as follows: 


The Prophet (Acsalesaicaife) said, 


54 ‘Al-Salah’ (118) - 
55 Fatawi al-Lajna al-Da ‘ima (7/284- fatwa n. (141). © 
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“When the individual performs his ablution properly 
and proceeds towards the masjid with the sole purpose 
of performing Salah in congregation, he does not take a 
step without being raised a degree (in rank) for it and 
having a sin remitted for it, till he enters the masjid.””° 


Abii Hurayrah (2<4ii¢5) reported that the Prophet (Acsaiesacecific) 
said, 
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“Should I not direct you to something by which Allah 
obliterates the sins and elevates (your) ranks.’ They 
said: ‘Yes, O Messenger of Allah.’ He said, "Performing 


ablution properly, even in difficulty, frequently going to 
the masjid, and waiting eagerly for the next Salah after 


56 Related by al-Bukhari (647) and Muslim (649). 
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a Salah is over; indeed, that is Al-Ribat (commitment); 
indeed, that is Al-Ribat.”>’ 


The Prophet (Acsa\esaclecil) said, 
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“He who goes to the mosque at dawn or dusk (for 
Salah), Allah prepares a hospitable abode for him in 


Paradise, whenever he walks to it or comes back from 
+4 1158 
it." 


The devil —we seek refuge in Allah from him— is very diligent in 
diverting the Muslim from attending such congregational Salah 
because he perfectly realizes that negligence of this Salah entails 
alienation from the remaining Islamic rituals and loss of all the 
good because a person who does not pray lacks religiosity and 
would not again any share [of good] in Islam. The Prophet 


G 


(Acsaesacetif) said, 


SLA teas Se Gdns i Js 


57 Related by Muslim (251). 
58 Related by al-Bukhari (662) and Muslim (669). 
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“The last thing you lose from your religion is Salah.”>” 


So, the devil would employ various means to divert the Muslim. 
He would not spare any effort to drive him off his proper course. 
Still, ifhe failed to do so, he would scheme to alienate the Muslim 
from attending the congregational Salah, then step up to enticing 
him to delay it beyond its prescribed time. If he still failed to do 
so, he would beautify laziness and delay from rushing to the 
masjid until he misses some of the Salah just to deprive him of 
the virtue of catching the beginning of Salah. So, be mindful of 
Allah— may Allah preserve you. Maintain such a great ritual and 
perform it in the houses of Allah in congregation in compliance 
with the command of Allah in His Book and His Messenger in the 
Sunnah, perhaps you may achieve success. By Allah’s kindness, 
we ask Him, Glorified and Exalted, and beg to Him in His 
beautiful names and high attributes to include us among those 
who keep up the congregational Sal&h in the masjid. May Allah 
aid us to do so, for He is the One who accepts the supplication, 
the One in Whom we should hope. Allah suffices us, for He is the 
best disposer of affairs. 


°? Related by al-Khalal in al-Sunnah (1391), al-Tabarani in al- Kabir (9/141), 
and al-Hakim (4/549); check al-Sahihah (1739). 
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ATTENDING FAJR IN 
CONGREGATION 


SSS 


Ibn Shihab narrated from Abi Bakr ibn Sulayman ibn Aba 


-Hathamah that ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab (acai) have not seen 


Sulayman ibn Abii Hathamah in the masjid during the Fajr Salah. 
Sulayman’s house was between the Prophetic masjid and the 
market; so, when ‘Umar went to the market, he passed by al- 
Shifa’ Bint ‘Abd Allah, the mother of Sulayman. He asked her, 
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“I have not seen Sulayman in the Fajr Salah.” She 
answered, ‘He spent the night standing in Salah, but he 
was woe by sleep and missed the Fajr Salah. 
‘Umar (22éi') replied, “I should attend the Fajr Salah 
in congregation rather than stand the whole night in 
Salah.” 


Kindly ponder on this great piece of advice and distinguished 
a ge [of Islam]. On account of the advice, ‘Umar 
(42a) used to check on people to see if they attended the 
congregational Salah to offer his advice for the latecomers. His 
conduct takes after the example of the Messenger of sm 
(Acs. esae4i|~) mentioned earlier when Ubay ibn Ka‘b (2255) 


reported that the Prophet (Acs esacecil) said, 
id MED BRIER SD CROSEAENED RIC orn a 
sl-liggd Le G2hs5 ffs ON E olla jai ys 
Sh £5 Fy ZS g, 


“Is so and so present?’ They said, ‘No.’ He (again) 
asked, ‘Is so and so present?’ They replied, ‘No.’ He 
then said, ‘These two prayers— meaning Fajr and 
‘Isha’— are the ones which are most burdensome to | 
hypocrites. Had they known what they contain (i.e., 


°° Related by Malik in his al-Muwatta’ (432) and it is graded by sound by al- 
Albani in his edition of al-Mishkah (1/338). 
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blessings), they would have come to them, even if it was 
crawling.” 


As for his distinguished understanding [of Isldm], his 
commentary on Sulayman’s night prayer reflects his full 
awareness of the magnitude of this obligation and prestigious 
status. He said, “I should attend the Fajr Salah in congregation 


rather than stand the whole night in Salah.” There is a precedent 


for such a statement reported by ‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan, who heard 


‘the Prophet (Aca Esacleaile) saying, 


of 
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“One who performs ‘Isha’ prayer in congregation, is as 
if he has performed the Salah for half of the night. And 
one who performs the Fajr prayer in congregation is as 
if he has performed the Salah the whole night.”°! 


The above is a very short summary of the status and great reward 
of the Fajr Salah; so, how is our conduct and commitment to this 
Salah? Consider the following report of ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab at 
his last breaths highlighting the substantial attention he paid to the 


Salah. Al-Miswar ibn Makhramah said: 


61 Related by Muslim (656). 
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“He had visited ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab on the night he 
was stabbed and had woken him up for the Fajr Salah, 
and Umar had said, ''Yes. Whoever abandons Salah will | 
get nothing from Islam,” and he did the prayer with 
blood pouring from his wound.” 


This story so expressly reflected the sublime status of the Salah 
and how greatly they appreciated it. They were eager to observe 
it consistently despite the [difficult] circumstances and 
conditions, even if it was during their encounter of the enemy in 
the middle of Jihad. ‘Umar insisted on praying even though his 
wound was still gushing out blood. We must indeed hold 
ourselves accountable concerning this obligation because 
abandoning it will ease the abandonment of all other rituals, not 
mention there is no share in Islam for whoever abandons the Salah 
as “Umar (2<aiig5) said. 


We now live in a world full of distractions. ‘Umar (ai) 


reprimanded the latecomer to the Fajr Salah who overslept 
because he spent the night standing in the Salah. So, should be 


°? Related by Malik in ‘al-Muwata’ (51), al-Mirwazi in ‘Ta‘dhim Qadr al- 
Salah’ (923), and it is graded as sound by al-Albani in ‘al-Irwa’ (209). | 
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said to those who delay F ajt beyond its due time because they 


spent the night doing unlawful acts or even doing lawful acts? 
Since the one who delays the Fajr Salah beyond its due time 
because he spent the night doing acts of obedience, such as 
observing the night Salah and reciting the Qur'an, has committed 
a sin, how about those who spent the night doing something 
lawful or unlawful? The Fajr Salah comes at the beginning of the 
day; so, consistent observance of it is a sign of success and 
happiness throughout the day, whereas missing it is a waste of the 
whole day and deprivation of its blessings. 


4 
oe 


Let us read the following hadith carefully! Abi Hurayrah (22SN55 ) 
reported that the Messenger of Allah (AzsaiGsaclexil~) said, 
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“Satan ties three knots at the back of your head when 
you sleep, and he seals the place of each knot with 'You 
have a long night ahead, so sleep.' If you wake up and 
remember Allah, a knot is untied. If you do ablution, a 
knot is untied. If you pray, a knot is untied. He begins 
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his morning in a happy and refreshed mood; otherwise, 
he gets up in bad spirits and sluggish state." 


This hadith is about the one missing the Fajr Salah: he spends his 
day in a bad spirit and in a sluggish state. On the other hand, if 
one keeps up the Fajr Salah at its due time in congregation, he 
enjoys blessings and happiness throughout the day. Let us ae 
read the following hadith. ‘Abd Allah ibn Mas‘tid (dit) 
reported, “A mention was made before the Prophet 
(Acs sacle) of a man who slept throughout the night till 


morning. The Messenger of Allah (Acsaletetilye) remarked, 
5 -J5 5l-a58l 3 SUL Je Ub5 als 


“He is a man in whose ears Satan urinated.” 


The scholars have clarified that such urination is actual. The 
person who spends the night sleeping, having missed the Fajr 
Salah, wakes up with an ear defiled in the urination of the devil. 
Furthermore, Samra ibn Jundub (<2ii%) reported a long hadith 


narrating the Prophet’s dream. Part of which reads, 
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® Related by al-Bukhari (1142) and Muslim (776). 
® Related by al-Bukhari (3270) and Muslim (774). 
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“I set out with them, and we came across a man lying 
down, and behold, another man was standing over his 
head, holding a big rock. Behold, he was throwing the 
rock at the man's head, smashing it. When he struck 
him, the stone rolled away, and he went after it to get it, 
and no sooner had he returned to this man, his head was | 
healed and restored to its former condition. The 
thrower (of the rock) then did the same as he had done 
before.” | 


An explanation of the reason for such punishment, the Prophet 
(Acsal\Esacleeij) responded at the end of this report, 
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“As for the first man you came upon, whose head was | 
being smashed with the rock, he is the symbol of the one 
who studies the Qur'an and then neither recites it nor 


acts on its orders, and sleeps, neglecting the enjoined 


prayers.” 


65 Related by al-Bukhari (7047). 
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One other report on the status of observing the congregational 
Salah. ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab (asf) went to the house of Yarbii‘ 
to visit him after the latter lost his sight. ‘Umar told him, 
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“Never abandon the Friday sermon nor any other Salah 
in the Masjid of the Messenger of Allah 
(Acs esecesil).” Yarbii‘ told him, “I have no guide [to 
take me to the Masjid].’ ‘Umar replied, “I will assign 
one to you.” So, he sent him a boy from the war 
captives. | 


Keep in mind that the age of Yarbil was close to a hundred at this 
point. Still, ‘Umar advised to always pray in the masjid of the 
Prophet (Asal esace45)~ ). In an interesting incident that took place 
in a small village, I have seen a rope extended from a house to the 
masjid. I asked about its story. I was told that it belongs to an old 
and blind man without a guide. He holds this rope every Salah to 
go back and forth to the masjid. And if ‘Umar advised a man 
nearing his hundredth year and lost his sight to pray in the masjid, 
what should be said to the healthy and strong youth who have the 
grace of sight? There is indeed excessive negligence of the Salah; 
to Allah, we direct our complaint. We must fear Allah, Glorified, 


°° Related by al-Hakim in his ‘al-Mustadrak’ (3/559) 
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and Exalted, and take this issue very seriously with a firm resolve 
and reliance on Allah, Glorified, and Exalted. We must abandon 
procrastination, for there are many who did but died during his 
procrastination when he was abandoning Salah and wasting his 
opportunity. 


It should be known that attending the Fajr Salah in congregation 
in the masjid is one a sign of true faith and an indicator of the 
strength of Islam. On the other hand, missing the congregation is 
proof of a weakness in faith, submission to ill desires, and defeat 
to lusts. I cannot really conceive how such a person sleep 
comfortably when Muslims are in the masjids experiencing the 
Fajr Qur’an, enjoying the pleasure of listening to the speech of 
Allah and living the earthly Paradise. How could it be possible to 
prefer the pleasure of sleeping to the [greater] pleasure of worship 
and closeness to Allah? Only a deprived loser would do so. We 
seek refuge in Allah from loss and deprivation 
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THE OPENING TAKBIR 


Al-Tirmidhi narrated in his Jami’, on the authority of Anas ibn 
Malik that Allah's Messenger said, 
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“Whoever pérfornis Salah in congregation sincerely for 
Allah for forty days, catching the first Takbir, two 
absolutions are written for him: absolution from the 
Fire, and absolution from hypocrisy.” 


This lofty hadith signifies the great reward and the fairest 
destination awaiting those who commit themselves to catch the 
Takbirat al-’Ihram (Opening Takbir). The forty-day period, 
though highlighted in the hadith, does not imply catching the 
Opening Takbir throughout this period only. Instead, it indicates 
that adhering to it for this period is likely to make the individual 
tastes its sweetness in his heart, so it is no longer a heavy burden 
to perform. Once achieved, he shall keep up this habit at a regular 
pace supported by the grace of Allah, Glorified and Exalted. The 
“forty-day” period is enough a time to change a person from a 
condition to another. It is narrated in the two Sahihs® on the 


67 (240). 
68 Sahih al-Bukhari rer 3332, 6594, SEOs Sahih Muslim m (2643) 
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authority of 'Abdullah ibn Mas s ‘iid a 66) th that The Messenger of 
Allah said, 
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“The creation of you (humans) is gathered in the form 
of semen in the womb of your mother for forty days, 
then it becomes a clinging thing in similar (period), then 
it becomes a lump of flesh in similar (period, then Allah 
sends an angel who breathes the life into it.” 


Catching the Opening Takbir is an emphasized Sunnah (Sunna 
Mu’akkada). It is mentioned in the hadith, “Whoever performs 
Salah...for Allah” out of his pure heart without seeking fame, 


“catching the first Takbir” (i.c., the Opening Takbir) in 
congregation with the Imam, Allah will grant him “absolution 


from the Fire.” It means Allah will not only save him from its 
roaring flames but will also grant him “absolution from 
hypocrisy” such that he would not act like a hypocrite in this life 
nor receive the punishment of a hypocrite in the hereafter. 


© Jami‘ al-Masa’il Re Tbn ae oe 6 p. 134). 
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The Salaf (may Allah have mercy on their souls and be pleased 
with them) had given significant consideration for the Opening 


Takbir. For example, Waki‘ ibn al-Jarrah said, 


“Al-A*mash was close to seventy years, yet he never 
missed the First Takbir (in congregation). I 
accompanied him for almost seventy years; I never 
witnessed him miss a Rak‘a.””° 


Ghassan said, 


“My nephew, Bishr ibn Mansi, said: I have never seen | 


my uncle miss the First Takbir (the Opening Takbir | in 
congregation).””! 


Saeed Ibn al-Mousayyib said, 


“I have never missed the First Takbir (in congregation) | 


for fifty years. Also, I have never seen a man’s back of 


the neck in Salah for fifty years (i.e., never missed the 


first row in Salah).”” 


Muhammad Ibn Samda‘a said, 


“For forty years, I have never missed the First Takbir 
(in congregation) except for the day my mother died; I 


only missed one congregational Salah.” 


Abii Dawid said, 


” Siyar A ‘lim al-Nubala. (Vol. 6 P.228). 
™ Siyar ’A ‘lam al-Nubala. (Vol. 8 P.360). 
™ Hilyah al-’ Awliya’ (Vol.2 p163). 
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“Ibrahim al-Sa'igh was a pious man. Abu Muslim killed 
him at 'Aranda. Whenever he raised a hammer [for 
work] but heard the call to Salah, he would put it down 
[to go pray].””4 


Ibrahim al-Taymi said, 


“Tf you witness a man neglecting the First Takbir (in 
congregation), know that he bears no goodness in 
him.””> 


My paternal grandfather from my father’s side (may Allah have 
mercy on his soul and make him among the inhabitants of the 
highest point of paradise) was one of the righteous devoted 
worshippers. He used to enter the masjid every day before the 
‘Asr Salah and stays inside until he finishes ‘Isha’, and when he 
enters for Fajr Salah, he stays until he finishes the Zuhr Salah. I 
remember that some of the students asked my father, in the 
presence of my grandfather, about the authenticity of the hadith 
mentioned above, so he replied that they are authentic. One of the 
students replied, 


“Who can withstand this sustainable effort?.” When I 
walked out of the session with my grandfather, I heard 
him repeating in sorrow, “Who can withstand this 
sustainable effort?” 


This phrase pained him much, especially t that it came out of a 


knowledge seeker. 


7 Sunan Abii Dawid: (3254). 
de “a al-’ Aye eo) 4P. a) Siyar ’A ‘lam al-Nubala: (Vol.5 P.62). 
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Scholars held that, unless it appears improper, it is 
unobjectionable for a person to walk hurriedly if he desired to 
catch the First Takbir. It is transmitted that the Prophet’s 
Companions (may Allah be pleased with them) would walk 
hurriedly if they feared to miss the First Takbir. 


Ibn al-Mundhir narrated in his book “al-Awsaf’ on the authority 
of a man from Tayy, from his father said, 


“Abdullah (Ibn Mas‘iid) used to forbid us from 
walking hurriedly to Salah. One night, I saw him 
rushing, so I said to him, Abii Abd al-Rahman! You 
used to forbid us from walking hurriedly to Salah, so 
why are you rushing? He said I would have missed the 
beginning of the Salah (i.e., the Opening Takbir) [had I 
not rushed].” 


Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah said, 


“This (incident) indicates that rushing to catch the First 
Takbir is not included in the Prophet’s prohibition 
against walking hurriedly to attend Salah [in the 
masjid]. The context of the (prohibiting) hadith 
indicates that it is prohibited for those who already 
missed the Opening Takbir (to rush to the masjid). The 
Prophet prohibited this action when he heard the noise 
some people made while Salah was already in action. In 
another hadith, the Prophet said, “When you hear the 
Iqama, proceed to the Salah with calmness and 
solemnity and do not make haste.” The majority of 
people whose houses are long-distance from the masjid 
would miss the First Takbir upon answering the Iqama 
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once they hear it. There is an excellent reward for those 
attending the Salah from its beginning before the 
Opening Takbir with the Imam. If a person misses a 
Rak‘ ah of Salah, he can make up what he missed. But if 

he misses the First Takbir with the Imam, he could not 
make up for it. For this reason, walking hurriedly to 
catch the First Takbir would be permissible.” 
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Neglecting calmness’’ is one of the grave errors some worshipers 


do while performing Salah. The Prophet (Acaiesceaiie) 
considered them to be among the worst thieves. Imam Ahmad 
(ibn Hanbal) narrated in his Musnad that the Prophet said, 
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“The worst of thieves is the one who steals his Salah.” 
They said, “How does he steal his Salah, Messenger of 
Allah?” He replied, "He does not bow or prostrate 
properly.” ” , 


™ This chapter is a khutbah I delivered twenty-five years ago. | 
’® Musnad Ahmad: (11532) and al-Albani graded it as sound in Sahih al-Jami‘: 
(986). | 
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He (Acai Gsacleesi) considered this act is worse than stealing 


money. 


Calmness is one of the pillars of Salah and neglecting it would 
render Salah invalid. The Prophet (Acsaieseceai{k2) taught the man 
who performed Salah incorrectly, 
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“When you stand for prayer, say Takbir (Allahu- 
Akbar), and then recite what you know from the 
Qur an, and then bow with calmness till you feel at ease 
then rise from bowing, till you stand straight; and then 
prostrate calmly (and remain in prostration) till you feel 
at ease, and then raise (your head) and sit with calmness 
till you feel at ease; and do likewise in all of your 
prayers.””” 


From this hadith, scholar deduced that if a man does not bring his 
backbone to rest while bowing and prostrating, his prayer is 
invalid. He must perform it again correctly. The prophet ordered 


the man 


79 Sahih al-Bukhari, hadith No. (757); Sahth Muslim: (397). It is reported by 
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“Go back and pray again as you have not prayed 
(properly)." 


The noble Sunnah contains many Hadiths concerning performing 
and perfecting Salah. It also warns against giving up calmness or 
violating its pillars and requirements. For example: 


Al-Bukhari and Muslim narrated on the authority of Anas ibn 
Malik that the Prophet said, | 


Sry £53) Ly 
“Perform the bowing and the prostration properly.”®° 
This can be achieved through calmness. 
On the authority of ‘‘ Ali bin Shayban said, 
th a ae dil Lo abl Jt 5 Hs ihe 
SANG ells ¢ Sa a - Le gap Le A YRS 


a 


Siete aes Gls Lan ks ate ale ahi Le él 
apis E53 GUS UY ZU. 


“We performed Salah behind the Prophet 
(Acosta). He glanced out of the corner of his eye 
at a man who was not settling his spine when he bowed 


*° Sahih al-Bukhari, hadith No. eae Sahih Muslim: oe 
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and prostrated. When the Prophet (Aca\Gacccije) 
finished the prayer, he said, O Muslims, there is no 
prayer for the one who does not settle his spine when 
bowing and prostrating.”*! 


This hadith indicates that settling the spine and calmness in Salah 
is a pillar. 


Abu Y‘ala narrated in his Musnad that the Prophet 
(Acsaiesaclesi[\>) saw a man who was not settling in his bow and 
was pecking like a rooster when prostrating (1.e., prostrating 
really fast), he said, | 


au GU je a <a Bk ie hge e ge s 7 4e oe 7 
AN) fo woos dle ne fe SUS ale ge le fe lob SLY 
PA iy "\¢ 


“If he (the man) should die (performing Salah this way), | 
he would die on a religion other than that of 
Muhammad.” | 


This severe warning indicates that whoever performs Salah this 
way would have a dreadful doom. May Allah save us all. Ahmad 


ibn Hanbal and others narrated on the authority of Abii: Hurayrah 


said, 


81 Ahmad: (16297), Ibn Maja (871), and al-Albani graded it as sound in Sahih 
al-Jami- eas 
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SE Bes re ¢ rity se Fiore per 
SI slaslS sll sh ea yee Se Qld... 205 


om CE clés 
“The Messenger of Allah ordered me to do three (good 
habits), and forbade me to do three (bad habits) ..., and 
forbade me to peck like a rooster (i.e., perform 
prostration really fast), to squat like a dog, and to turn 
around here and there (during Salah) like a fox.”*” 


Al-Bukhari narrated in his Sahih that Hudhayfah ibn al-Yaman 
saw a person who was not properly performing the bowing and 
prostration perfectly. He said to him, 


Soni 2b EEL E25) JUS 1; Je tedke 
(kag athe ani Lc 


“You have not prayed, and if you died, you would die on 
a religion other than that of Muhammad.” 


Ahmad (ibn Hanbal) and others narrated on the authority of Talg 
ibn “Ali that the Prophet said, 


82 Musnad Ahmad: (8106) and al-Albani graded it as good in Sahih al-Targhib: 
(555). 
8° Sahth Al-Bukhari: meee 
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“Allah will not accept Salah in which a man does not 
settle his spine when bowing and when prostrating.”*4 


Imam Muslim narrated in his Sahih® on the authority of 'A'isha, 
said, 


Sg SB ys aly 055 18 choy tle an be at Js a 


Bots SSN jo Laks 65 1 OB AU Gs $5 AS 


_thedlee Gin’ Gm 25 


“When he (the messenger of Allah) raised his head after 
bowing, he did not prostrate until he had stood erect; 
when he raised his head after prostration, he did not 
prostrate again till he sat up.” 


Numerous Hadiths are indicating that perfecting bowing, 
prostration, and raising the head in-between during Salah is one 
of its pillars without which it would be deemed invalid. Such 
Hadiths are well preserved in the books of Sunnah, such as Sahih 
Al-Bukhari, Sahih Muslim, the four Sunan, and many other 
books. We have listed above some of them. Hence, every Muslim 
must perfect his Salah the way that pleases Allah, Glorified and 


84 Musnad Ahmad: (16283) and al-Albani graded it as good in Sahihah: 2220), 
*° Sahih Muslim: (498). | 
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Exalted, and complying with the command of the Prophet 
(Aco Gracie), 


jay ae KS he 
“Pray as you have seen me praying.”°° 


“Consider the following strange scenario: Once hearing the 
Adhan, a man rushes to prepare himself, marches towards the 
masjid solely to perform Salah for the sake of Allah. He may 
leave to pray on a rough winter day; facing the wind, rain, and 
mud; or he may march on a summer day, facing scorpions or wild 
animals. Still, he insists on performing Salah in congregation 
even though he may be sick. He withstands all these difficulties 
out of his pure love for Salah. Yet, once he starts to pray, Satan 
overcomes him so that he would race alongside the Imam in 
bowing, prostration, and the remaining positions of Salah. Satan 
desires to ruin the individual’s Salah and waste his deeds. As a 
result, that individual would return home without having his 
Salah accepted. 


It is also strange that everyone standing behind the Imam knows 
they cannot finish their Salah until the Imam does. Yet, all of 
them, except a few, race him in bowing and prostration driven by 
the devil’s deception and their undervaluation of Salah.””*’ 


Based on the proofs mentioned above, Muslim scholars held that 
perfecting bowing and prostration is an obligation and a pillar of 


86 Sahih Al-Bukhari: (631). 
87 Kitab al-Salah by Ahmad ibn Hanbal quoted in Tabaqft al-Hanabilah: (Vol 
1, P.353). 
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Salah, thereby failing to deliver it adequately renders one’s Salah 
invalid and must be repeated. There are many recurrent proofs 
concerning this matter, and I shall only list here one of them that 
has been transmitted by many scholars. The distinguished Imam 
Abi Yisuf, a disciple of Imam Abt Hanifah, said, 


“Calmness in Salah, which is achieved through 
perfecting bowing, prostration and settling the spine in- 
between them, is an obligation, and the lack of which 
makes Salah invalid.”®8 


Every Muslim must preserve and perfect his prayer. He must 


- perform its requirements, pillars, obligations, and recommended 


actions adequately. Allah, Glorified and Exalted, says, 


Man 


Spt le § aS O Supll al > 
ao 


“Indeed, the believers have prospered, the ones who 
humble themselves in their prayer.” [Sirah Al- 
Mu miniin (23):1-2] 


Allah The Almighty says, 


88 Reported by Shaykh Sulayman ibn ‘Abdullah ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Abdul 
Wahhab in his book Al-Tawdth An Tawhid al- gina d aad -261). 
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“Observe [performing] the prayers, and the middle 
prayer, and rise up devoutly to Allah.” [Surah Al- 
Bagarah (2):238] 


Allah The Almighty says, | 7 
re -  » Z Ke | Lh aise 
SONS a OS © adhe! dp > 
- (86 SA 


“So, woe to the ones who pray, but are unmindful of 
their prayers,” [Sirah AJ-Ma ‘tin (107):4-5] 


In his interpretation, Ibn Kathir said, 


“They would be ‘unmindful of their prayers’ by — 


delaying the Salah to the end of its prescribed time, by 
not performing the Salah with adequate observance of 
its pillars and conditions in the manner ordered by 
Allah, or by neglecting humility and contemplation in 
the Salih. Anyone who partially does a few of these 
inadequacies would be a part of a hypocrite; otherwise, 
utter hypocrisy is the destiny of whoever does all of 
those inadequacies.”®? 


Berner 


ee 


THE PROHIBITION OF 
IMITATING ANIMALS 
DURING THE SALAH 
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bidet 
| a 


Allah has honored the children of Adam. He created them in the 
best form. Allah, Glorified be He, says, 


aha Aa AGS ee G Bee iy « > 
He wae ATS 2 ES; wa ay “As ESS 
& @® V8 


“We have honored the children of Adam and carried 
them by land and sea; We have provided good 
sustenance for them and favored them, specifically 
above many of those We have created.” Ca Al-'Isra’ 
(17):4] 
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Allah The Almighty also said, 


& © 26 og coy! GE od > 


“We create man in the finest state.” [Surah Al-Tin 
(95):4] 


Unlike many animals walking on four legs and picking food only 
by their mouths, Allah originated man to walk in an upright 
posture and eat with his hands. Allah granted man hearing, sight, 
and intellect to benefit from them and spot differences to discern 
the good from the bad as far as the worldly and religious aspects 
are concerned. 


A believer must understand the high position and honor Allah has 
granted him above all other creatures. He must not denigrate 
himself by imitating animals, especially in Salah. The Prophet 
(Acsa\esecleei{) prohibited the imitation of animals during all 
positions of Salah. He forbade one's looking here and there like a 
fox, resting one's forearms on the ground like a predator, 
squatting like a dog, pecking like a crow, allocating the same 
place for prayer like a camel gets used to a particular place, and 
gesturing with hands like the tails of headstrong horses (when 
saying the Salam). Salah is communicating intimately to your 
Lord. It is a connection between the worshipper and his Lord and 
Protector. Therefore, he must perform it the perfect way. 


Ahmad (ibn Hanbal), Abi Dawiid, and al-Nasa’t narrated on the 
authority of “Abd al-Rahman ibn Shibl who said, 
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“Pecking like a crow, resting one's forearms on the 
ground like a predator, and allocating the same place 
for prayer like a camel gets used to a certain place.””° 


Al-Nasa’i narrated on the authority of Anas ibn Malik who 
reported that Allah's Messenger said, 


t=4 Or OF tbe 06 ae Be Te w . 4 ea! 
SO) Les els eeds| Lig Vy greed | & Ids 


“Be balanced in the prostration, and let one of you not 
spread his forearms (on the ground) in the Salah like the 
spreading of the dog.””! | 


Abi Dawid narrated on the any of Abi Hurayrah said, 
fos bi we us ayes aslo g eetel is 
“(Does) one of you kneel down in his prayer as a camel 
kneels down (i.e., put his knees before his hands)”?” 


Ahmad (ibn Hanbal) and others narrated on the authority of Abu 
Hurayrah, who said, 


° Musnad Ahmad: (1553), Abi Dawid, (862), Al-Nasa’t: (1112), Ibn Maja: 
(1429), and al-Albani graded it as sound in his “Sahthah’(1168). 


1 Aj-Sunan Al-Kubra: (702) and al-Tirmidhi graded it as sound (276). 


92 Al-Sunan: (841), Ahmad: (8955), al-Tirmidhi: (269), al-Nasa’1: (1090), and 
al-Albani eee it as sound in Sahih Sunnan Abii Dawid’: re 89). 
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“The Messenger of Allah ordered me to do three (good 
habits), and forbade me to do three (bad habits) ..., and 
forbade me to peck like a rooster (i.e, perform 
prostration really fast), to squat as like a dog, and to 
turn around here and there (during Salah) like a fox.””> _ 


Imam Muslim, Ahmad (ibn Hanbal), and al-Nasa’1 narrated on 
the authority of Jabir ibn Samurah who said, 


Beil Ab Ss CBSE ail oa 5m sea 
eed! Sale eal Sof 33 ods [TE 25; oa Ol ebae| 
“We used to pray behind the Messenger of Allah, and 
we would greet (others) with our hands. He said: 'What 
is the matter with those who greet (others) with their 
hands as if they were tails of wild horses? It is sufficient 
for any one of you to put his hand on his thigh and say: 
“As-salamu 'Alaikum, as-salamu 'Alaikum.”%4 


v\ 


°3 Musnad Ahmad: (8106) and al-Albani graded it as sound in “Sahih al- 
Traghtb”: (555). 
4 Muslim (431), Ahmad ui20809): al-Nasa’T (1 pe and in ‘al-Kubra’: (1 02); 


PEELE LEELA AECL CEE LLCS LLLP EPEC EACLE ECE EME LOE EACLE ONAL OIA OLEACEAE AER EEE P EMM TEE TOELEM SEMEN LENSE ONE 


132|Page 


— sti cele 


_ REVERENCE FOR THE SALAH 


A Crow’s pecking is when a worshipper touches the land with his 
nose or forehead like a crow does, then raises his head quickly 
without achieving calmness in prostration. 


Resting like a predator is when a worshipper spreads out his arms 
like a wild beast and has his elbows touching his flanks. 


Allocating a specific place like a camel is when a worshipper 
allocates the same place for prayer as a camel gets used to a 
particular place. 


Dog’s squatting is when a worshiper puts his posterior on the 
ground, extends his legs, and puts his hands on the ground. 


Looking here and there like a fox is forbidden during Salah. The 
Prophet said it is what Satan steals from the prayer of anyone of 
you. 


Wild horses are the ones that do not settle. They are continuously 
moving their legs and tails. Here, it refers to the negligence of 
calmness (by raising the hands to greet others on both sides while 
saying the Salam) like a wild horse. 


In addition to the animal mentioned above imitations, al-San ‘ani 
listed another one: bending the head down like a donkey when > 
bowing. He cited a hadith reported ay Abii Sa ‘id who said, 


as Ge ay cout Fp 55 F853 3G isi 58, 515 


“When any of you bows, let him not bend his head down 
like a donkey.””> 


°° Al-Sunan Al-Kubra, a, by A Al- Petey ere 2,P. cee 
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Although this hadith is weak, there is a sound hadith proving this 
point. Imam Muslim narrated on the authority of ‘A’ishah who 
said, 
‘shat 5 doh odd 3 S51 
“When he (the Prophet) bowed, he neither kept his head 


up nor bent it down but kept it between these 
extremes.””° 


After all, Islam honors Muslims and elevates their position by 
prohibiting them from imitating animals, especially in the 
honorable times of the Salah, during which the servant bows and 
prostrates with humility to Allah. Muslims must elevate 
themselves highly above imitating the moves of beasts. May 
Allah guide us all. 


© Sahih Muslim: (498). 
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GIVE US COMFORT BY THE 
SALAH 


FSS 


Salah imparts comfort to its adorers, given the intimate 


communication with the only One able to provide comfort, rest 


the troubled hearts, and put the tormented souls at ease. To 
remember and submit oneself to Him is bliss, especially when one 
is closest to Him, namely prostrating. The Prophet 
(Asai saci) knew that his real comfort lies in Salah, so he 
said, 


4 Pr $ f s 
rp Clee ean np ae 


“O Bilal, call the Iqimah for prayer: give us comfort by 
it.?” 


97 Narrated by Ahmad (23088), Abii Dawiid (4985), and al-Albani Bede it as 


sound in his “Sahih al-Jami’: ee 
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A true believer finds his peace and comfort in Salah, while a 
heedless person finds it difficult. He performs Salah just for the 
sake of getting rid of it as if he holds a piece of burning wood. 
The most beloved Salah to his heart is the shortest one, where he 
finds no peace and comfort despite his healthiness and free time. 
Once a servant finds his comfort in something, it becomes 
challenging for him to abandon it. So, the Salah is the most 
burdensome act on a person filling his heart with worldly love 
instead of the hereafter. 


It is worth knowing that the Salah that provides peace and comfort 
contains six cornerstones: _ 


Sincerity: The servant's sole motive for the Salah is his genuine 
desire to please Allah, to ask for His companionship, to seek His 
love, and to obey His commands. The motive should not be for 
the sake of a worldly gain. Instead, it should be for seeking the 
Face of his Lord, the Most Exalted, fearing His punishment, and | 
hoping for His forgiveness and reward. 


Truth and Admonition: In the Salah, the servant must free his 
heart and devote himself to Allah. He must concentrate his efforts 
on performing it correctly inwardly and outwardly. The outward 
aspect of Salah is its visible movements and audible sayings. Its 
inward aspect is humility, mindfulness, freeing the heart, and 
devoting oneself to Allah so that the heart would not turn to 
anyone else but Him. Both (inward and outward) resemble the 
body and the soul; one cannot live without the other. Does not a 
servant feel ashamed to face his Lord in that a form? Salah engulfs 
the servant as a piece of cloth covers the body. If imperfect, Salah 
would scorn the servant and say, “May Allah, let go waste of you 
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as you let go waste of me." But if perfect, inwardly and outwardly, 
it will ascend to Heaven shining like the sun till it is brought (to 
judgment) before Allah, and He would accept it. Then it would 
say, "May Allah preserve you as you preserved me.” 


Following and compliance: The servant should be keen to 

follow the example of the Prophet (Acjaies.4eai) in his Salah, 
to perform it the exact way the Prophet did while neglecting the 
novelties people introduced in Salah that had never been done by 
the Prophet nor his companions. 


Ihsan (i.e., perfection or Benevolence): The servant should 
worship Allah as if he sees Him. This state branches off to the 
ultimate belief in Allah, His names, and His attributes. Once 
achieved, the servant sees Allah above the heavens, above the 
Throne ordaining His commands and prohibitions, disposing of 
the affairs of His creations, sending down His judgments (from 
heavens) to His servants and their actions are set before Him (for 
judgment). He (the servant) witnesses all of this by his heart; he 
witnesses Allah: The Superb Upright Sustainer, the Ever-Living, 
the Ever-Hearing, the Ever-Beholding, the Ever-Mighty, and the 
Ever-Wise. He witnesses the One Who loves and hates, gets 
pleased and gets angry, does whatever He decides, and judges 
(according to) whatever He wills. He (Allah) is above the Throne. 
Not a thing of His servant's actions, sayings, or inwards is 
concealed from Him. Instead, He knows the treacherous (look) of 
the eyes and whatever the hearts conceal. 


Allah's Grace: The servant should testify that if it were not for 
Allah's Grace, he would not have been guided to perform the 
Salah correctly, his heart (would not have been freed), and his 


GIVE US COMFORT BY THE SALAH 


body (would not have handled) Allah's service. If it were not for 
Allah, not a thing of that would have happened. The Prophet's 
companions used to enchant, “By Allah, if it were not for Allah, 
we would not have been guided, paid charity, nor performed 


Salah.” 

Allah said, 
Pa ic: ee eae e 8 oo ~~ aw ~49- 
ea ahh aes 


“They enmeidee it a favor to you that they have accepted 
Islam. Say, "Do not consider your Islam a favor to me. 
Rather, Allah has conferred favor upon you that He has 
guided you to the faith if you should be truthful.” [Stirah 
Al-Hujurat (49):17] 


Allah The Almighty guided the Muslim to live Islam, and He. 
guided the one who performs the Salah. The Prophet Ibrahim 


says, 
(Suadtus aa cwae 5 > 


“Our Lord, and make us Muslims [in submission] to 
You and from our descendants a Muslim nation [in 
submission] to You.” [Sirah Al-Bagarah (2):28] 


Allah also says, 
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“Lord! Make me one who keeps up the prayer and of 
my offspring (ones who keep up the prayer).” [Surah 
Ibrahim (14):40] 


It is by Allah's Grace that He made His servants keep up Salah. It 
is one of His great gifts bestowed upon the servants. Allah says, 


ie: eS et a 


“And whatever favor you have, (then) it is from Allah.” 
[Stirah Al-Nahl (16):53] | | 


and says, 
24 2 42 MO KO ve te o% oo SC ae | 
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“Allah has endeared faith to you and made it beautiful 
to your hearts; He has made disbelief, mischief, and 
disobedience hateful to you. It is people like this who are 
rightly guided.” [Strah Al-Hujurat (49):7] 


This is one of the most significant cornerstones of the Salah, 
likely to secure the ultimate benefits to the servant. The more the 
servant believes, the more significant share of this cornerstone he 
acquires. It hinders the heart from indulging in self-conceit. If the 
servant believes that it is only Allah Who has guided him and has 
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provided him with His grace, self-conceit would never affect him. 
He would not tower over people nor speak profusely about in 
crowds. 


Dereliction: If the servant exerted his best efforts in doing Allah's 
commands, he would still be a derelict as Allah's rights are far 
greater than the efforts done. The greatness of Allah deserves 
more submission and worship. 


If the servant deems himself a derelict in his worship, he would 
then devote himself to asking Allah for forgiveness. He would, 
by default, exert more efforts. This cornerstone is governed by 
four pillars: pure intention, powerful determination, aspiration, 
and fear. Any lapse in one or all of them would definitely affect 
the servant's belief, worship, inwardly and outwardly. 


The wise servant should set these four (pillars) before his eyes 
and integrate them into his behavior and attitude to manifest on 
his knowledge, actions, sayings, and deeds. They are the safety 
boat; whoever apancous them would drown. May Allah guide us 
all to achieve them.”® 


98 Adapted loosely from ‘Risalah ibn al-Qayyim ‘ila ‘Ahad ‘Ikhwanih’: (59- 
71). 
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a 
THE ONES WHO IN THEIR 


SALAH ARE HUMBLY 
SUBMISSIVE 


OSs 


Tn this verse, Allah shows the reasons and paths for His servants' 


success and happiness. Allah calls on all Muslims to embrace the 
characteristics of the believers. Humility in Salah is at the top of 
such characteristics. It means mindfulness when standing before 
Allah in Salah, feeling His closeness to rest the heart, impart 
peace to the soul, decrease movement, and fixate the face [at a 


specific point]. In this manner, one achieves mindfulness of every 


movement from the start of the Salah till its end and comprehends 
all he says and does while performing it, the fruit of which is 


cleansing the mind from ill thoughts and devil’s whispers. This is 


the core and purpose of the Salah; as a Salah without humility and 
mindfulness is like a spiritless body. | 


Herewith I highlight a tremendous hidden meaning of [Allah's] 
names and attributes only the servants who sailed deeply in the 
sea of the Glorious Qur’ an and whose hearts are filled with belief, 
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can unravel. They can assign each part of Salah a compatible 
name or an attribute [of Allah].”” To explain, when (the servant) 
stands before Allah, Glorified and Exalted, he becomes mindful 
of Allah’s Self-Sufficiency; when he says “Allahu Akbar,” he 
realizes his [Lord's] Pride; when he says, 


Bre A V5 Hae dads Git) HS dvs 15 all DELL 


“Glory is to You O Allah, and praise. Blessed is Your 
Name and Exalted is Your Majesty. There is none 
worthy of worship but You,” 


he realizes by his heart a deity Who is together far from any 
imperfection or defect and Who is worthy of praise. This praise 
entails attributing to Him every perfection and deeming Him 
above any imperfection. 


eae 


Blessed is His Name that, whenever mentioned, multiplies the 
few, blesses the good, cease the calamities, and defeats the devils. 


Exalted is His Majesty: it means that His Greatness is above all, 
His rank rises above all, and His authority surpasses all. He is 
without an associate in His Kingship, Lordship, Divinity, 
Actions, or Attributes. 


”? Adapted from “Kitab Al-Salah” Ske Ibn m. Al-Qayyim. eer 141 ican a 
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When the servant says, 


rs 
$ 
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“I seek refuge in Allah from the cursed Satan,” he resorts to 
Allah's protection and seeks refuge in His strength to overcome 
the enemy who wishes to sever the ties between him and his Lord. 
When the servant says, 


“Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the universe,” Allah the 
Most High replies, “My servant has praised Me.” And 
when he (the servant) says, ‘The Most Compassionate, 

- the Merciful,’ Allah the Most High says, ‘My servant has 
lauded Me.’ And when he (the servant) says, ‘Master of 
the Day of Judgment,’ Allah remarks, ‘My servant has 
glorified Me.” 


How great is the sweetness the servant tastes in his heart, the 


delight his soul feels, and the comfort that overwhelms him by the 
saying of Allah “My servant” three times! By Allah, if it were 


not for the sins and lusts that covered the hearts and clouded the 


soul, the servant would have felt the ultimate happiness and 
delight induced by the saying of his Lord and Creator, 
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_ “My servant has praised Me,” “My servant has lauded 
Me,” and “My servant has glorified Me.”!"° 
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The servant’s heart would then realize the three overarching 
Names of Allah: Allah, the Lord, and the All-Merciful. The Name 
“Allah” invites the realization that there is none worthy of 
worship but Allah. He is the One to Whom the faces are 
subservient, the creatures are subjected, and the voices are stilled. 


w 
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“The seven heavens and the earth and everyone in them 
glorify Him. There is not a single thing that does not | 
celebrate His praise.” [Sirah Al-Isra’ (17):44] 
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“And to Him belongs whoever is in the heavens and the 
earth; all are devout to Him.” [Stirah Al-Rtim (30):26] 


The name “Lord of the worlds invites the realization of a deity 
Who is Ever-Lasting Lord Who originated everything and 
observes every soul. He (the Lord) rose above the Throne. He 
retains the exclusive right of arranging the matters of His creation. 
He governs everything, and all fates are in His Hands. The Angels 
execute His commands, granting and withholding, promoting and 
demoting [the ranks], giving or taking lives, grasping and 
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outspreading, giving or removing sovereignty, saving from the 
agony, and answering the distressed [when they call upon Him]. 
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“Whoever is in the heavens and the earth ask Him; 
every day He is upon some (momentous) affair.” [Sirah 
Al-Rahman (55):29] 


‘None can deny that which He bestows, and none can bestow that 


which He holds back. None reverses His judgment, and none can 
alter His Words. The angels and the [Holy] Spirit (Gabriel) 
ascend to Him. His servants’ deeds are brought to judgment 
before Him at the beginning and at the end of every day. Fates 
take place in their designated time and place. | 


The Name “All-Merciful” invites the realization of a beneficent 
deity and gives His servants limitlessly. He has encompassed ~ 
everything [with] His Knowledge and Mercy. His Grace and 
Bounty encompasses every creature of His. By His Mercy, He 
(the Lord, the All-Merciful) rose above His Throne, created His 
creatures, revealed His scriptures, sent His messengers, ordained 
His religion, and created Paradise and Hellfire. His Mercy is the 
tool by which He guides His servants to His Paradise, and by 
which He removes the sins of the believers. It is also His prison 
in which He throws His enemies. — 


When contemplating Allah’s orders, prohibitions, commands, 
and decrees, we find that He has bestowed upon us His conclusive 
Mercy and favors. His Mercy is the connection He extends to 
reach His servants. In return, His servants direct their worship 
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exclusively to Him. Interestingly, one of the most peculiar 
features of the Name “All-Merciful” is imparting the quality of 
mercy in one’s heart during Salah. It is the very mercy by which - 
Allah guided him to stand before Him and talk to Him intimately. 
Also, it is through mercy that Allah made his [servant] heart 
desires Salah while others were reluctant. | 


When he (the servant) says, 
4 © sil a ah 


“The Possessor of the Day of Judgment,” he realizes the Glory 
that is worthy to none but Allah, The Supremely Evident Truth. 
He realizes the Supreme Master over His creatures. The One to 
Whom all creatures are subjected, all faces are subservient, and 
all tyrants are humbled. If the individual refrains from denying 
Allah’s attribute of absolute possession, he will realize the 
essence of [Allah's other] Names and Attributes whose denial 
entails the denial of Allah’s absolute possession. The right and 
true Possessor must be Ever-Living, Sustainer, Ever-Hearing, and 
Ever-Beholding. He governs and possesses everything, ordains 
His commands and prohibitions, and rises above the Throne of 
His Kingdom. He sends his messengers to every corner of His 
Kingdom to deliver His Word. He confers His pleasure, praise, 
and honor on whoever deserves His pleasure. In contrast, He 
directs His anger, punishment, humiliation, and disgrace towards 
anyone deserving of His anger. He punishes whomever He wills, 
bestows mercy on whomever He wills, gives whomever He wills, 
draw the pious to Him, and distances away whomever He wills. 
He possesses the abode of punishment: Hellfire, and the abode of 
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happiness, that is Paradise. Accordingly, denying or discrediting 


the essence of the above amounts to a direct slandering of Allah’s 
attribute of absolute possession, Glorified and Exalted, as well as 
a denial of Allah’s Perfection. Similarly, denying Allah’s destiny 
involves a denial of His attribute of absolute possession and 
Perfection. 


When he (the servant) says, 
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“You only do we worship, and You only do we beseech for 
help,” he comprehends that this verse contains the secrets of the 
creation, the command, this worldly life, and the Hereafter. It 
includes the sublime purpose, which is worshipping Allah, and 
the best mean, which is supporting the servants. Indeed, there is 
none worthy of worship but Him (Allah), and there is none 
capable of supporting His servants but Him. Worshipping Him is 
the loftiest purpose and His support is the most effective mean. 


This verse contains the two types of Tawhid: Al-Rubibiyyah (the 


Lordship of Allah) and al-’Ulithiyyah (Oneness of Allah). It also 
includes the act of worshipping Him by mentioning His Names _ 
“the Lord” and “Allah.” Allah is worshipped because of His 
Oneness, and His help is sought because of His Lordship. He 
guides to the straight Path because of His Mercy. The head of the 
Surah mentioned the three Names “Allah,” “the Lord,” and “the 
All-Merciful” as a clear indication of the servants’ need of Allah; 
a need to worship Him, to seek His support, and obtain His 


Guidance. And it is only Him Who can deliver such needs. 
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When the supplicant calls upon Allah, saying, 
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“Guide us in the straight Path,” he admits his wretched and 
hopeless condition and his need for this supplication in every 
breath and blink, for he knows that the desired result of this 
supplication cannot be achieved except through the guidance to 
the path to Allah, Exalted. It is superior guidance manifesting in 
creating the will, the ability, and the actual act to do it in the 
manner Allah wishes. It also protects the supplicant from 
committing what nullifies his acts during and after performing 
them. 


The servant needs this guidance in every aspect and condition in. 
his life. He needs it to repent from the deeds he did while he was 
astray and acquire the detailed knowledge of something he 
previously had a general notion about it. The servant needs this 
guidance in the future just as he needed it in the past. In other 
words, one needs to acquire knowledge on things he is clueless 
about to do them in their prescribed form. Furthermore, even if 
the individual is guided to do something correctly, he still needs 
to [ask Allah] to remain steadfast. Accordingly, Allah mandated 
asking Him for guidance various times a day and night. 


Then, Allah showed that the rightful grantees of His spicalice are 
those whom He favored apart from, 
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“the ones against whom Allah is angered” who knew the night 
path but did not follow it. Add to the latter those who, 
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“sone astray;” they ignorantly worshiped other than Allah. Both 
parties took part in falsely attributing statements to Allah about 
His Creation, Names, and Attributes without knowledge. The 
path of the ones whom Allah has favored conflicts with the path 
of the people of falsehood regarding knowledge and deeds. __ 


After the servant finishes this supplication, infused with the praise 
and Oneness of Allah, it is customary to seal this act by saying, 


“Amin.” If the individual’s utterance of Amin synchronizes with 


that of the angels, (his past sins will be forgiven). Saying “Amin” 
is considered an adornment of Salah as it reflects compliance with 
the Sunnah, reverence for the commands of Allah, an act of 
worship for the hands, and a sign for transitioning to another pillar 
of Salah. The next thing is that the servant sincerely talks to his 
Lord, carefully listens to the Imam, and perform the Salah with 
his present heart. 


The most favorable remembrance in Salah is voiced when 
standing upright, which is also the most favorable. It features 
praising and glorifying Allah and reciting His Words, Exalted. 
So, it is prohibited to recite Qur'an while bowing or prostrating 
because they are positions of submission and humbleness. For 
this reason, certain kinds of supplication that fit these positions 
were prescribed. It is permitted for the servant when bowing to 
mention the greatness of his Lord while he is kneeling and 
sali himself before Him. 
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The best remembrance to ever be said during bowing is, 
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“Glory be to my Lord the Exalted.” Allah, Exalted, and 
Glorified ordered his servants to say it. The Prophet 
(Acsa(Esecle2i{), Allah’s ambassador to His servants, designated 
the position of bowing for this remembrance. 
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“When the verse “Glorify the name of your mighty Lord" 
was revealed, the Messenger of Allah said, ‘Use it when 
bowing,”!°! 


The secret [of using it when] bowing is that the servant glorifies 
the Lord by his body, heart, and soul. That is why the Prophet 
said, 


a 
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“So far as Bowing is concerned, extol in it the Great and 
Glorious Lord.”!® : 


'°l Narrated by Ahmad (17414), Aba Dawid (869), and al-Albani graded this 
hadith as weak in “Da ‘if Abi Dawiid: (152). 
102 Narrated by Muslim: mGue. 
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Then, the servant raises his head, returning to the perfect position 
(i.e., standing upright). The mark of this position is praising and 
glorifying Allah, as the servant initiates it by saying, 
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“Allah hears the praise of those that praised Him.” It means 
that Allah accepts and answers (the praise) as it is followed by the 
(servant’s) saying, 
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“QO, our Lord and the praise is Yours in quantity as 
great as the heavens, and in quantity as great as the 
earth, and in quantity as great as whatever is between 
them both, and in quantity as great as You wish from 
anything else.” | 


It is worth noting that the coordinating conjunction “and” 
mentioned at the beginning of this remembrance must not be 
omitted. As stated in the two Sahih’, it indicates that there are 
two complete phrases. The first phrase is “O our Lord,” as it 
implies calling on Allah, ‘You are the Lord, the King, the Superb 
Upright Sustainer Whom in His Hands are the fates of everything, 
and to Him, all Commands are returned.’ The implied meaning in ~ 
“O our Lord’ is then coupled with the second complete phrase 
‘and the praise is Yours,’ which indicates the believer’s belief 


103 Narrated Oy al-Bukhari: ‘oe. and Muslim: (41 Dp 
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that “His the dominion and His is the praise.” The Prophet then 
concludes his statement by admitting the magnitude of this praise 
in quantity and quality as he says, “in quantity as great as the 
heavens, and in quantity as great as the earth, and in quantity 
as great as whatever is between them both, and in quantity as 
great as You wish from anything else.” It is a praise that fills 
the upper worlds and the lower worlds and space in-between 
them. This praise has filled the whole creations, and whatever 
Allah wishes from anything else. The Prophet added, 


secs oli fal 


“(You Allah) are most worthy of praise and majesty” to tie it 
with the praise at the beginning of Salah and pronounce the 
admission of his servitude to Allah; a condition shared by all 
creation. Then he added, 
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“no one can withhold what You give or give what You 


withhold, and riches cannot avail a wealthy person 
against You.” | 


The Prophet (A<sa\esaceai(~) used to say this statement after he 
finished his Salah as well. He designated these two positions in 
recognition of Allah’s Oneness and that all the Grace is His. This 
recognition consists of many things: 
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First: Allah, alone, possesses the Command of giving and 


withholding, 


Second: when He gives, no one can withhold (anything from) 
whom He gave, and when He withholds, no one can give 
(anything to) whom he deprived. 


Third: all riches, worldly positions, or family cannot benefit them 
before Allah. Only their worship and obedience shall save them. 


Then, he (the Prophet) concluded his praise saying, 
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“QO Allah, wash away my sins with the water of snow and 
hail.” 


It is also the same remembrance he says in Salah’s opening 


remembrance. He also used to ask Allah for His Forgiveness at 
the beginning, in the middle, and at the end of his Salah. This 


way, the pillar of standing (after bowing) includes all the best and 


most beneficial kinds of remembrance: praising Allah, glorifying 
Him, taking refuge in Him from sins and wrongdoings, asking 
Him for His forgiveness, and admitting servitude to Him. This 
remembrance is self-intended at this particular pillar (of Salah) 
between bowing and prostration. | 


Next (after correctly performing the pillar mentioned above), the 
servant voices ‘Allahu Akbar’ and descends to prostration. It was 
ordained in the perfect form, indicating the highest level of 
servitude (to Allah). It demands most of the body limbs where 
each limb displays its share of servitude to Allah. Prostration is 
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the secret of the Salah and its most significant pillar. It is the 
closure of the Rak’a. All pillars preceding it are considered like 
its preambles like the visiting circumambulation in Hajj, which is 
why the closest that the servant comes to his Lord is when he is 
prostrating, so his supplication would be likely to be answered. 


Because Allah has created man out of the earth, he must not 
disavow his origin and commit it to mind whenever challenged 
by his primal nature. Were [Allah] to abandon the servant and 
leave him to his own accord, he would claim to himself the Pride 
and Greatness of his Lord. Therefore, Allah, the Creator of man, 
ordered him to submit and humble himself in prostration. This 
would help him remember the true self and nudge him out of 
heedlessness. 


When prostrating, the servant discovers (the meaning of 
touching) the earth from which he was created. He places his 
head, the highest and noblest part of the body, on the ground 
displaying the highest form of submission, surrender, and 
obedience to the greatness of Allah. In a nutshell, this is the 
ultimate form of visible humility. 


Allah created the man from the earth and inhabited him therein. 
He will send him into it and will resurrect him from it yet another 
time. Earth is his father, his mother, and his origin. On its surface, 
he lives, and under its underground, he will be buried. To him, the 
earth has been made a place of prostration and a means of 
purification. So, he is ordered to perform prostration. This pillar 
displays the utmost form of visible submission, which unites all 
the body parts upon servitude to Allah. 
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To prostrate adequately, one must rely on seven organs: the face, 
the two hands, the two knees, and the tips of the two feet. Allah 
has decreed this obligation and ordered His messenger to deliver 
it to people. To make it more perfect, it is recommended that the 
servant touches the ground with his forehead. The lower body is 
higher than the upper body. He should also distance his organs 
from each other so that they would have their share of humility. 
Therefore, he should distance his abdomen from his thighs, his 
upper arm from his body sides, and not to stretches out his 
forearms (on the ground). : 


It is narrated on the authority of Abii Hurayrah that net the son 
of Adam falls down in prostration, Satan goes into seclusion and 
weeps and says: | | 
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“Alas, Woe unto me, the son of Adam was commanded 
to prostrate, and he prostrated, and Paradise was 
entitled to him, and I was commanded to prostrate, but 
I refused and am doomed to Hell.”! 


Allah The Almighty praised those who fall on their faces in 
prostration when hearing His Words while scorned those who do 
not prostrate. A group of scholars said it is obligatory to prostrate 
(when reciting the verses of prostration). Their proof is that the 


magicians fell in prostration once when they knew that Moses 


104 Muslim: ae 
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was right. Their prostration was the reason for their salvation, 


happiness, and forgiveness for a past life full of magic. 


Allah The Almighty reported how all the creation prostrates 
Him. He says, 
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“It is to Allah that everything in the heavens and earth 
prostrates, every beast that moves, even the angels- they 
are free from arrogance. They fear their Lord above 
them, and they do as they are commanded.” [Sirah Al- 


Nah! (16):49-50] 
He also says, 
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“Do you not realize [Prophet] that everything in the 
heavens and earth prostrates to Allah: the sun, the 
moon, the stars, the mountains, the trees, and the 
animals? So do many human beings, though, for many 
others, punishment is well deserved. Anyone disgraced 
by Allah will have no one to honor him: Allah does 
whatever He will.” [Sarah Al-Hajj (22):18] 


The one unto whom torment will come true is the one who does 
not prostrate to Allah. He shall find none to honor him because 
he refused to prostrate. Allah says, 
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“All that is in heaven and earth prostrate to Allah alone, 
willingly or unwillingly, as do their shadows in the 
mornings and in the evenings.” [Sirah Al-Ra’ad (13):15] 


Servitude [to Allah] is the peak of perfection a servant can 
achieve. His closeness to Allah depends on his [level of] 
servitude. Since Salah combines all the separate forms of 
servitude, it is considered the [servant’s] best act of worship. 
Prostration is Salah’s best pillar and the ultimate purpose for 
which it was ordained. It is repeated more than any other pillar in 
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Salah, not to mention it is the seal of the Rak’a. Bowing was 
ordained as its preamble. The prophet (dasa Essex) specified 
the best praise and remembrance of Allah to be said in this pillar, 


“Glory is to my Lord, the Most High,” ordained in his saying, 
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“Use it when prostrating yourself.” Praising Allah by stating his 
Highness while the servant is collapsing on his face on the 
ground, is a clear admission of Allah’s Greatness. The servant 
admits his Lord’s Glory while he is at his lowest position. 


To repeat the prescribed prostration, it was necessary to separate 
between the two prostrations with a designated pillar (i.¢., sitting 
between the two prostrations) in which there are specified words 
of praise and remembrance that fit such position, namely asking 
Allah for His forgiveness, mercy, guidance, wellness, and 
subsistence. Such remembrance combines asking [Allah] for the 
benefits of the worldly life and that of the Hereafter, and for the 
protection from the evils of the worldly life and that of the 
Hereafter. [Asking Allah for His] mercy brings the good. His 
forgiveness protects from evil while His guidance brings good 
and fends off evil. As for His subsistence, it provides what 
strengthens the body, such as food and water, and what enriches 
the soul and heart, such as faith and knowledge. 
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This pillar (i.e., the separation sitting) and its designated 


remembrance were intended to be performed on this form. It was 
decreed to ask Allah for his pardon, forgiveness, and mercy. 
Before it, one praises and glorifies his Lord followed by 
surrendering himself and admission of his Lord's perfection 


_ [through the pillar of bowing]; then, he returns to praising and 


glorifying Allah [when raising his head from bowing]. He 


completes his humility [to Allah] with the ultimate form of 


submission and surrender [through prostration]. Only one thing 
remains, which is asking [Aah] to fulfill the [servant's] needs, to 
accept his apologies, and to grant him forgiveness. Hence, it was 
ordained for him to sit down [for tashahhud] in the same manner 


as a humble servant would sit on the ground before his master 


asking for his pardon and forgiveness for the evil his very soul 
incites him to commit. — | | 


As a form of servitude, prostration along with the remembrance 
in its features was ordained to be repeated throughout the four 
Rak*as because this increases one’s chances to obtain his goals 
and achieve humility and surrender [to Allah]. After correctly 


performing bowing, prostration, Qur’an recitation, remembrance, 


and Takbir, it is obligatory to sit down [for tashahhud] at the end 
of his Salah, bending his knees in humility. In this position, he 
greets his Lord, the Creator, with the best of words and greetings. 

People typically greet their kinds and high-status society 
members with the best of greetings. So, it is only reasonable that 
Allah deserves the best of those greetings. None is worthy of such 
greetings and good words, but Allah Who is Ever Tlyine, Ever- 
Lasting, Whose Sovereignty never ends. 
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When one says, 


S\jLalls 


"and all the prayers [are for Allah]," he recognizes that none 1S 
worthy of Salah but Allah, and that performing it for other than 
Him is a grave act of polytheism and disbelief. 


His saying, 
co ee Ns 


“and all the good things [are for Allah]” means all the good 
words, deeds, attributes, and names belong to Allah alone; for He 
is the Good, His Words are good, His Deeds are good, His 
Attributes are good, and His Names are the finest of all. Good 
words rise up to Him, and He lifts up the righteous deed. All good 
things belong to Him and come from Him and end up with Him. 
The Prophet (Acsaiesadeaiie) stated, 
CEN Coa 

“Allah is Good, and He, therefore, accepts only that 
which is good.” | 


Allah The Almighty decreed that good women are for good men 
and good men are for good women. Since Allah is the Good in 
the absolute sense, so all good words, deeds, attributes, and names 
are for Him, and none is worthy of them but Him. Even further, 


105 Muslim: (101 a 
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all good things stem from His Goodness. Hence, none is worthy 
of this good greeting but Him, Glorified and Exalted. 


Since “Peace” is a form of greeting, Allah ordered his servants to 
pray for their fellow brothers whom Allah has favored, starting 
with the dearest and closest to Him (i.e., the Prophet). The 
conclusion of this greeting is professing the two testimonies that 
serve as the keys to Islam. It was designated to be the seal of the 
Salah. The servant starts his Salah with [saying] Takbir, then 
thanking, praising, and glorifying Allah. Then he admits the 
belief in Allah’s Lordship and Oneness. He then concludes it by 
testifying that there is no God worthy of worship but Allah and 
that Muhammad is His servant and Messenger. 


This invocation is designated to be at the end of Salah, but if it is 
more than two Rak'as, then it is ordained to be at the middle of 
the Salah as well. This in-between sit-down provides the 
worshipper with the rest and energy needed to actively perform 
the remainder of Salah. The words of Tahyyat (invocation recited 
at the middle or end of the prayer while sitting) are also used as a 
preamble to the Invocation of Need. After the Salah, one sits 
down like a humble servant asking his Lord for his dire need. 
Fittingly, the words of Tahyyat were ordinated as an introduction 
to his supplications. He should then follow this introduction by 
sending peace and blessings to the one through whom this nation 
received this grace. It is as if the one who prays beseeched Allah 
the Almighty by the former’s servitude and followed it by 
praising Him, testifying to the rightful Oneness of Allah 
professing the [truth] of the message of the Prophet and sending 
blessings upon him. As a result, he was granted any supplication 
he wishes as he already did his part. | 
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Asking peace for the Prophet and his household is meant to impart 
joy to the Prophet by honoring his household just as Ibrahim and 
his household (that includes all the prophets after him) were 
honored by asking peace for them. And it is the best form one 
should use to ask peace for the Messenger of Allah 
(Acca sates). Once completed, the servant is ordered to ask 
Allah for His refuge from all evil acts. Evil is either the torment 
in the Hereafter or its causes. In this regard, torment is of two 
kinds: Torment in the Grave and torment in the Hereafter. The 
reason for torment is trials, both major and minor. 


The Major trials are the trial of the False Messiah and the trials of 
death. The Minor trial is encountered during one’s life. It can be 
overcome by repenting to Allah instead of the trials of death and 
the false messiah from which there is no return if one is overtaken 
by them. | ; 


After concluding these invocations, the servant is permitted to 
supplicate Allah with whatever he wishes and whatever fits his 
needs in life and in the hereafter. Supplication before saying 
Salam (i.e., the final salutations in Salah) is better and more 
beneficial than supplications said after it. As noticed, the 
Prophet's supplications exhausted the entire Salah, from 
beginning to end. He supplicated in Jstifiah (opening 
supplication), when bowing, when raising his head from bowing, 
when prostrating, when sitting between the two prostrations, and 
when sitting for tashahhud. He taught Abt Bakr al-Siddiqah 
[specific] supplication to say when performing Salah. He also 
taught Hussayn ibn Ali a [specific] supplication to say during his 
Qunit (dedicated supplication) in the Witr Salah (a single rak'a 
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people, the Prophet used to do while standing after bowing. He 
designated this position for such supplications since the servant is 
in the state of closeness to Allah. When the servant stands before 
his Lord [during Salah], his supplications have a better chance of 
being answered than elsewhere. 


The Prophet (4<saisacleeit>) was asked, “O Messenger of Allah, 
which supplication is most likely to be answered?’ He said, 


BKM oiglan ih ee 


(During) the last part of the night, and at the end of the 
obligatory prayers.”'"° 


The end of prayer may mean its last part. It may also mean after 
it is ended, following the Prophet's saying, 
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“Say ‘Subhana lah,’ ‘Al hamdu lillah,’ and ‘Allahu 
Akbar’ thirty-three times each after every (compulsory) 
prayer. 99107 


In this case, it means after the end e the Salah. 


Salah is ended with saying the Salam (i.e., the final salutations in 
Salah). Once articulated, it means that Salah is over and that the 
servant is permitted to get back to his worldly life. Salam is a 


106 AJj-Tirmidhi: (3499) and al-Albani graded it as good in ‘al-Mishkah’ (1/305) 
107 Aj-Bukhati sek and Muslim ac cua 
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THE ONES WHO IN THEIR SALAH ARE HUMBLY SUBMISSIVE 


supplication of peace uttered by the Imam. It is ordained for every 
Salah performer, weather his Salah was performed in a 
congregation or individually. 
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“AVERTING (SATAN’S) 
WHISPERS 


‘Abdullah ibn ‘Anama ccciek «| Saw nina ibn Yasir 
entering the masjid. He prayed but spent a considerably short 
time. After he finished, I approached him and said, ‘O Abi al- 


‘Yaqzan, you have spent a short time praying.’ He asked me, 


‘Have you seen me praying deficiently?’ I answered, ‘No.’ He 
replied, “I have prayed in this manner to fend off the whispers of 
Satan, as I heard the Messenger of Allah (Aco Esaclesite) saying, 
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‘When a man finishes praying, there is only a specific 
portion of it that counts for him; it could be the tenth, 
the ninth, the eighth, the seventh, the sixth, the fifth, the 
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AVERTING (SATAN’S) WHISPERS 


fourth, the third, or half of it [depending on his level of 
mindfulness during the Salah]. anne 


The less (Satan’s) wane in the Salah, the more perfect it is. 
Therefore, the servant needs to avert them from obtaining the total 
reward of the Salah. The only moments of Salah that count for 
him are when he is mindful. Two things could help the servant 
avert whispers (in Salah): undivided attention and weak 
distracting forces. 


First: the servant should persevere in remaining attentive to each 
word and act he does, in contemplating the Qur’an, remembrance, 
supplications, and in having in mind that he is talking to Allah as 
if he sees Him. /hsan is to worship Allah as if you see Him, and 
if you do not achieve this state of devotion, then (take it for 
granted that) Allah sees you. The more the servant tastes the 
sweetness of Salah, the more he gravitates towards it. The Prophet 
Cassie) said 
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_ “Tn this world, women and perfume have been endeared 
to me, and my comfort has been provided in prayer.”!” 


In another hadith, he said, 


108 Related by Ahmad: (18894), Abii Dawid: (796), and it is graded as sound 
by al-Albani in his edition of Sahih Sunnan Abii Dawid: (761).” 

109 Ahmad (12293), al-Nasa’I (3939), and al-Albani graded it as sound in 
*Sahth al-Jami‘ . mia 
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“O Bilal, call the sede for prayer: give us comfort by 
it. 99 


He did not say, ‘relieve us from it.’ 


On a relevant note, there is a Ssnipatenvel wide disparity among 
people regarding their knowledge, love, and fear of Allah. They 
factually occupy relative levels of sincerity during worship, in 
their need for help, and in their belief in His commands. All of 
these [heart-based] attributes increase in strength whenever the 
servant contemplates the Qur’a4n deeply, comprehends Allah's 
Names, Attributes, and Greatness, and dedicates himself to Allah 
where his need to worship and resort to Allah alone becomes far 
more significant than his need for food and drink. The servant 
then realizes that his guidance [to the right path] depends on 


worshipping Allah alone from Whom he seeks security and 


company. His remembrance gives the servant sweetness [in his 
heart] and makes the soul rest. These benefits cannot be obtained 
except by Allah's support and guidance. Once the heart worships 


a God other than Allah, it is doomed to die. It would not be 


revived unless Allah wishes so. There is neither power nor 
strength except by Allah, and there is no shelter from Allah except 
in Him. 


Second: remove the cause (for distraction). The servant should 
strive to avert all that distracts his heart and mind and to 
comprehend the causes for distractions that attracts the heart away 
from the core purpose of Salah. The level of distraction varies 
from an individual to another according to the strength of lusts 
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and attachments to people or things dwelling on the heart and the 
gravity of unadmirable things the heart tries to fend off. 


Whispers are induced by either by love, as the mind recreates past 
events, or by desire, as the heart craves something. Sometimes 
disbelief and hypocrisy thoughts come across the servant’s mind, 
but a [true] believer’s heart would be filled with intense pain on 
account of their occurrence. The companions asked the Prophet, 
“Verily we perceive in our minds that which every one of us 
considers too grave to express. He (the Prophet) said, 
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‘Have you really felt like that?’ They said, ‘Yes.’ Upon 
this, he remarked, ‘That is the faith manifest.”! 


Many scholars commented on this hadith that the servants’ dislike 
of this feeling is a clear sign of true faith. 


All praise is due to Allah that the gravest of Satan’s plotting is the 
act of whispering. When the devils of Jinn prevail, they whisper 
while the devils of mankind lie when they prevail. Whispers must 
come to [test] anyone resorting to Allah, whether in Salah, 
supplication, or other acts of worship. Hence, the servant must 
remain firm and have patience. He must adhere to Salah and 
supplication as they are the means to fend off the plotting of 
Satan. 
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110 Muslim (209) 
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“Indeed, the plot of Satan has ever been weak.” [Sirah 
7 Al-Nisa (4):76] 


Whenever the servant turns his heart towards Allah, whispers find 
_ different ways to him. Satan is a brigand who attacks the servant 
whenever he sees him walking down the path to Allah. In an 
exciting incident, one of the early scholars was asked, 


‘Jews and Christians claim they are not subjected to 
whispers.” He replied, “They told the truth; what would 

a devil do to an already wrecked soul.” The details of 
what righteous people encounter down the path to Allah 
are abundant and fall beyond the scope of this current — 
work, for indeed, there is no might nor power except by 
Allah, the Most High, the Great.’!!! 


PN Paes loosely from eae al-Fatawa’ by ibn T even (22/608). 
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HELP AND DETERRENCE IN 
THE SALAH © 
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Salah is the light for the believers and the illumination for their 
hearts. It is the link between the servant and his Lord. If the 
servant performs it perfectly; observes its obligations and 
recommended acts, remain mindful during its performance, 
stands before his Lord in the form of sincere submission to Him, 
and keeps preoccupied with his talk with Allah, it is no doubt that 
Salah (in this state) would become the strongest motive for virtues 
and good deeds, not to mention a great deterrent from oo 
and maleficence. 


The presence (of heart and mind) in Salah creates a motive that 
drives the servant to obey the orders of his Lord and avoid His 
prohibitions. Allah says, 
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“Seek help with steadfastness and prayer- although this 
is hard indeed for anyone but the humble.” ua Al- 
Bagarah (2):45] 


Allah also says, 
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“You who believe, seek help through steadfastness and 
prayer, for Allah is with the steadfast.” [Sirah Al- 
Bagarah (2):153] 


He also says, 
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“Surely prayer forbids obscenity and malfeasance.” 
[Sirah Al-‘Ankabit (29): 45] 


Obscenity is every great sin the soul craves committing, At the 
same time, malfeasance is every wrongdoing that the mind and 
pure nature abhor. 


seat auastttattest tuaattat bt MNAASS LEAS SEEE OOOO OMIEMOLOD ESSN OEEE EOL CEEL EEE EECEE OMEN CECE TEMES EEE REESE NEE NEO OOO EE EEL OREN PSCO EC LE ECE O RLM PA AAAL ELA EAE 


See ecm erent — ] ae ; " 7 


PLOT EEN 


HELP AND DETERRENCE IN THE SALAH 


How does Salah forbid obscenity and malfeasance? When 
performed flawlessly, Salah illuminates and purifies the servant’s 
heart. It increases his belief, strengthens his will for (doing) the 
good, and eradicates his tendency for (doing) the bad. As a result, 
keeping the Sal&h in this perfect manner forbids obscenity and 
malfeasance. Besides, if done correctly, the Salah would prevent 
the fondness of this worldly life. It makes the heart more 
submissive (to Allah). Yet, 1t requires the servant to recite (verses 
from) the Book of Allah, so that he would contemplate and 
comprehend its meanings, wisdom, admonitions, and the proper 
conduct they instruct. Recitation of Qur'an [during the Salah] 
reminds the individual of the ultimate destination of creation, 
either to the abode destined for reward or that destined for 
punishment. It endears the hereafter to the individual as well as 
drives him away from indulging this worldly life. 


The Salah is like a preacher devoted to forbidding obscenity and 
malfeasance. Hence, we can grasp the goal behind distributing the 
Salah times throughout the day to re-ring the alarm and re-drive 
people away from wrongdoing. Imam Ahmad!” narrated on the 
authority of Abi: Hurayrah (dis) who reported, 
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“A man came to the Prophet (Acai Gakal\~) and said, 
*So-and-so stays awake all night performing Salah, and 


12 Musnad Ahmad (9778) and it is graded as sound by al-Albani in “AI- 
Sabthah” (3482), 
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when the morning comes, he spends his day stealing. 
The Prophet replied, ‘Salah (if he sincerely performed 
it) would have forbidden him from doing so.’” — 


Shaykh Al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah was asked about the hadith, 
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“Any Salah that does not forbid obscenity and 
malfeasance only increases the distance between the 
servant and Allah;”!!3 


He replied, 
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113 Aj-Tabarani in ’al-Kabir’: (11/54), al-Qad4‘T in al-Shuhub: (509), and al- 
Albani was it as ‘false’ in ’al-Da‘Tfah: ee 
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“This hadith is not authentic. However, as stated in the 
Qur an, the Salah forbids obscenity and malfeasance. 
Anyways, imperfect Salah does not distance its 
performer away from Allah. Instead, the person who 
prays (however imperfectly) is better and closer to Allah 
than the one who does not pray at all. The Prophet 


(Aca Esaclecifc) said, 


‘When a man finishes praying, there is only a specific 
portion of it that counts for him; it could be the tenth, 
the ninth, the eighth, the seventh, the sixth, the fifth, the 

- fourth, the third, or half of it [depending on his level of 
mindfulness during Salah].” 


If the Salah does not forbid obscenity and malfeasance, 
the servant should know that he performed it poorly. 
Allah says, 


“but there came after them generations who neglected 
prayer.” 
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Neglecting Salah is to perform its obligations and 
requirements inadequately, even if one observes 
praying. And Allah knows best.”!!4 
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THE SALAH IS A GREAT 
MEANS FOR FORGIVENESS 
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Forgiving sins, expiating evil deeds, and removing burdens are 
few drops in the fruitful sea of Salah. Imam Muslim narrated on 


« 


the authority of Abii Hurayrah (Zaki) who reported that the 
Messenger of Allah (Acsai Goutal.) said, 
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“The five (daily) prayers and from one Friday prayer to 
the (next) Friday prayer, and from Ramadhan to 
Ramadhan are expiations for the (sins) committed in 
between (their intervals) provided one refrain from 
committing the major sins.”!!5 


15 Muslim (233). 
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Additionally, Abii Hurayrah (dit) oe “T heard Allah's 
Messenger (Acs sMesalecie) saying, 
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“If there was a river at the door of anyone of you and he 
took a bath in it five times a day, would you notice any 
dirt on him?’ They said, ‘Not a trace of dirt would be 
left.” The Prophet added, ‘That is the example of the five 
prayers with which Allah expiates sins.”!!° 


Given the great extent of forgiveness in Salah, Muslims are much 


encouraged to ask for forgiveness in every part of Salah: during 


standing, bowing, and prostrating. 


1- One of the ‘Istiftah (opening) supplications is eased by 
Imam Muslim!!’ on the authority of Ali, who reported, 
“Whenever the Messenger of Allah (dcsaiesaccaie) started to 


pray, he used to say, 


ich ei (cas mae oath dnd ‘Ghig 41 ie. | 
116 A1- Bukhari: (582) and, Muslim (283). 
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‘(I have turned my face sincerely towards He who has 
brought forth the heavens and the Earth and I am not 
of those who associate (others with Allah). Indeed, my 
prayer, my sacrifice, my life, and my death are for 
Allah, Lord of the worlds, no partner has He, with this 
I am commanded, and I[ am of the Muslims. O Allah, 
You are the Sovereign, none has the right to be 
worshipped except You. You are my Lord, and I am 
Your servant, I have wronged my own soul and have 
acknowledged my sin, so forgive me all my sins for no 
one forgives sins except You. Guide me to the best of 
characters for none can guide to it other than You, and 
deliver me from the worst of characters for none can 
deliver me from it other than You. Here I am, in answer 
to Your call, happy to serve you. All good is within Your 
hands, and evil does not stem from You. I exist by your 
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will and will return to you. Blessed and High are You, I 
seek Your forgiveness and repent unto You).’”!!3 


2- One of the supplications to be said during bowing and 
prostration is reported by ‘A’ishah (may Allah be pleased with 
her), “The Messenger of Allah (dasa Gsaclecie) often said while 
bowing and prostrating a | 


ob oabl ab dag 1S ah dee, 


‘Subhanaka Allahuma Rabana wa_ Bi-hamdik, 
Allahuma ighfir It (Glory be to You, O Allah, our Lord, 
and praise be to You, O Allah, forgive me). 999119 


3- One of the supplications to be said during standing upright after 
bowing is the Prophet’s (dasaleseteai{\) saying, 


118 The transliterated Arabic version is as follows, “Wajjahtu wajhiya li ‘1- 
ladhi fatara s-samawati wa ’l-arda, hanifan wa ma ana min al-mushrikina. Inna 
salati wa nusuki, wa mahyaya wa mamiiti lillahi rabbi *1-‘alamina,la sharika 
lahu. Wa bi dhalika umirtu wa ana min al-muslimina. Allahumma anta ‘1- 
maliku 14 ilaha illa anta. Anta rabbi wa ana ‘abduka, zalamtu nafsi wa ‘taraftu 
bi dhanbi. Faghfir lt dhunibi jami‘an, innahu 14 yaghfiru ‘dh-dhuntba ila 
anta. Wahdini li-ahsani ’l-akhlaqi, 14 yahdt li ahsaniha illa anta. Wasrif ‘anni 
sayyi’ aha, 14 yasrifu anni sayyi’aha illa anta. Labbayka wa sa‘dayka, wa ’l- 
khayru kulluhu bi yadayka, wa ’sh-sharru laysa ilayka, ana bika wa ilayka, 
tabarakta wa ta‘dlayta, astaghfiruka wa atiibu ilayka” 

19 Aj-Bukhati : eae and. Muslim wean 
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“Allahumma lakal-hamdu mil'as-samawati wal-‘ardi, 
wa mil'a ma shi'ta min shai'in ba'du. Allahumma 
tahhirni bith-thalji wal-barad wal-ma' §al-barid, 
Allahumma tahhirni min adh-dhunub kama yutahhar 
ath-thawb al-abyad min al-Wasakh. O our Lord, the 
praise is Yours in quantity as great as the heavens, and — 
in quantity as great as the earth, and in quantity as great 
as whatever is between them both, and in quantity as 
great as You wish from anything else. O Allah! wash 
away my sins with the water of snow and hail, and 
cleanse my heart of sin as a white garment is cleansed of 
filth.” 120 


4- One of the supplications to be said during prostration is 
narrated by Imam Muslim on the authority of Abi Hurayrah 
(422265), who reported, “The Messenger of Allah Caley) 
used to say while prostrating: 
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120 Muslim (771). 


Fe ec ee eae Ce Che en ne Erna fy Se Cn ne ns AEE RP ne Te ESe her Renae rORP nt hyo NT TS nen ArT oe PIM E ayer ARTS CRE ONY TITS YS TDA REO Ce APOE IY CPT OY EETE EE TTT Stan CNTY eET EE DEE TIN PREP? Pee TEES rene TERROR PEPER AER PERC AEE OR ET Tec Te nC SEP ET RPE Pane anny 


W0|Page 


REVERENCE FOR THE SALAH 


‘Allahum-maghfir li dhanbi kullahu: diqqahu wa 
jillahu, wa 'awwalahu wa akhirahu, wa alaniyatahu wa 
sirrahu’ (O Lord, forgive me all my sins, small and 
great, first and last, open and secret).”!7! 


5- One of the supplications to be said during the sit between the 
two prostrations is reported by Hudhayfah, who said, “when he 
(the Prophet) raised his head after prostration, and sat as long as 
he prostrated, and said while sitting: 


bab Ss fabl 2 


“Rabi ‘Ighfir li, Rabi ‘Ighfir li 0 my Lord, forgive 
me). 99 122 


It means that he used to repeat this supplication rather than saying 
it Just twice. 


6- One of the supplications to be said before concluding the Salah 
with Salams (the concluding salutations) is reported that the 
Prophet (Acsaiesatexi) used to ask for forgiveness. Imam 


Muslim'*? narrated on the authority of Ali who reported, 
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121 Muslim (483) 
122 Abii Dawid (874) 
123 Muslim ae 
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“When the Messenger of Allah was in Salah, he used to 
supplicate towards the end of Salah after Tashahhud 
and before the concluding salutations, ‘Allaahum- 
maghfir lee maa qaddamtu, wa maa ‘akhkhartu, wa maa 
‘asrartu, wa maa ‘a'‘lantu, wa maa ‘asraftu, wa maa ‘Anta 
‘alamu bihi minnee. ’Antal-Mugqaddimu, wa ’Antal- 
Mu akhkhiru laa ‘ilaaha ‘illaa ‘Anta. (O Allah! Forgive 
my former and latter sins, which I have done secretly 
and those which I have done openly, and that I have 
wronged others and those defaults of mine about which 
You have better knowledge than I have. You Alone can 
send whomever You will to paradise, and You Alone can 
send whomever You will to Hellfire. None has the right 
to be worshipped but You).” 


7- One of the supplications to be said after concluding the Salah 
with Salams is narrated by Muslim on the authority of Thawban, 
who said that whenever the Messenger of Allah (Acai esaclecifs) 
finished his prayer, he was used to asking Allah for TOreivencss 
three times and then add, 
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“Allahumma ‘Anta al-Salam wa minka al-Salam 
Tabarakta ya Za al-Jalal wa al-‘Tkram (O Allah! You are 
Peace, and peace comes from You; Blessed Are You, O 
Possessor of Cary and Honor).”!”4 
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REVERENCE FOR THE SALAH 


Walid reported, ‘I said to al-’-Awza‘l: How does one ask for 
forgiveness? He replied, “You should say, “’Astaghfiru ‘Allah, 
‘Astaghfiru ‘Allah (I beg forgiveness from Allah, I beg 
forgiveness from Allah).” 


Shaykh Al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah remarked, “Asking for 
forgiveness obliterates sins and rescind the torment. Allah says, 
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“and in no way would Allah be tormenting them (while) 
they ask forgiveness.” [Sirah Al-Anfal (8):33] 


The Prophet (AcsslGsaceciiic) used to ask Allah for His 
Forgiveness at the beginning of Salah when reciting the Jstiftah 
(opening) supplication. It is established in many Hadiths that the 
Prophet (Acsaiestesii~) asked for forgiveness in ‘stiftah, 
bowing, raising his head from bowing, prostration, sitting from 
prostration, and in Tashahhud. Imam Muslim narrated on the 
authority of Abi Huraira, who reported that the Messenger of 
Allah used to say while prostrating, 
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“O Lord, forgive me all my sins, small and significant, 
first and last, open and secret.” — | 


Hence, it is proven that the Prophet asked for forgiveness in every 
position and every pillar of Salah.”!”° 


125 Jami‘ al-Masa’il 16/2 274- 275). 
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THE ONES TENDING THE MASJIDS OF ALLAH 


See ess SS >a 


THE ONES TENDING THE 
MASJIDS OF ALLAH 


It is enough honor for the masjids that they are the houses of Allah 
The Almighty [on earth]. He attributed them to Himself as a sign 
of their excellent and honorable position. Allah says, — 7 


if off 


6 © ici Aw ies BA acl Sp 


“And that the mosques belong to Allah, so do not 
supplicate, along with Allah, anyone.” [Sirah Al-Jinn 
(72):18] 


Allah also says, 
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REVERENCE FOR THE SALAH 


“shining out in houses of ‘worship. Allah has ordained 
that they are raised high and that His name is 
remembered in them, with men in them celebrating His 
glory morning and evening: men who are not distracted, 
either by commerce or profit, from remembering Allah, 
keeping up the prayer, pay the prescribed Zakat, and 
fear none but Allah.” [Sirah Al-Nur (24):36-37] 


All rulings and etiquettes concerning the mas jid are concluded in 
Allah’s saying, 
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“Allah has ordained that they be raised high and that. 
His name be remembered in them.” 


This extends to their construction, cleaning, and maintenance. 
Remembering the Name of Allah therein applies to performing 
the Salah, reciting the Qur'an, and [holding] sessions of 
knowledge. 
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“With men in them celebrating His glory morning and 
evening.” 


It refers to those whose hearts are attached to masjids. They know 
the status and rights of Allah’s houses, so they uphold all of the 
masjids’ relevant etiquettes Allah The Almighty says, 
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THE ONES TENDING THE MASJIDS OF ALLAH 
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“The only ones who should tend Allah’s places of 
worship are those who believe in Allah and the Last 
Day, who keep up the prayer, who pay the prescribed 
alms, and who fear no one but Allah: such people may 
hope to be among the rightly guided.” [Sirah Al-Tawbah 
(9):18] 


‘This verse exhibits the genuine tending to the houses of Allah, 
which centers around two unique requirements: the soundness of 
the [servant’s] faith and good conduct. 


The soundness of faith can be deducted from Allah’s saying, 
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“who believes in Allah aa the Last Day.” The people of 
corrupt faith and deviant ideologies are in no way the real 
maintainers of the houses of Allah, even if they are among the 
first ones rushing to perform Salah. The basis upon which the true 
tending of the masjids of Allah is built is the soundness of creed 
and the soundness of faith. “Who believes in Allah” means that 
the servant truly believes that Allah is the Lord, the Creator, the 
All-Provider, the All-Giver, and the All-Great, and that he 
believes in His Most Beautiful Names, His Attributes, His 
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REVERENCE FOR THE SALAH 


Perfection, His Glory, and His Pride. He (the servant) also 
believes that none worthy of worship but Allah, to Whom he 
surrenders and resorts, bows and prostrates. It is Him he worships, 
and it is Him he asks for help. There is no shelter from Him except 
in Him. He calls none for aid except Allah and sacrifices for none 
except [for the sake of] Allah. 


When the servant truly subscribes to those articles of belief, he 
now upholds sound creed and faith. If deviation troubles this firm 
basis, all deeds would indeed become worthless, since the 
cornerstone upon which maintaining the masjids depends is the 
soundness of faith and belief in Allah. 


It is woeful to see a grave sin being committed in some of the 
houses of Allah. We see some people resorting to and invoking 
someone along with Allah. One of those was heard during his 
Salah, and may Allah protect us from such acts, saying while © 
prostration “O so-and-so, aid me.” He might also raise his hands 
[for supplication] and ask the Prophet (Acai esacleail) or ask one 
of the “Awliyda’ (pious) for help instead of Allah. Does this fulfill 
the condition of sound belief in Allah or the condition of sound 
faith? Allah says, 
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THE ONES TENDING THE MASJIDS OF ALLAH 


“It has already been revealed to you [Prophet] and to 
those before you: ‘If you ascribe any partner to Allah, 
all your work will come to nothing: you will be one of 
the losers. No! Worship Allah alone and be one of those 
who are grateful to Him.” [Stirah Al-Zumar (39):65-66] 


Allah says, 


ro] as 
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“Indeed, Masjids are for Allah alone- so do not pray to 
anyone other than Allah.” [Stirah Al-Jinn (72):18] 


Masjids, considered the most revered places of worship, are built 
on sincerity for Allah and humbleness to His Greatness. So, it is 
unperceivable that a servant, who 1s lost and astray, resorts to the 
house of Allah and prostrate therein. All the while, supplicating 
to or seeking the help of someone else other than Allah, Glorified, 
and Exalted. Such people, even if they lived their whole life inside 
the masjid, their deeds would indeed become worthless as they 
deviated from the basis upon which all deeds and pillars of 
religion are built. Whoever invokes along with Allah anyone, be 
he absent or dead, has indeed committed polytheism even if 
intended nothing beyond seeking closeness to Allah or the 
intercession of that individual. 


As for the good conduct, it can be concluded in Allah’s saying, 
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REVERENCE FOR THE SALAH 


“and kept up the prayer,” both the obligatory and the 
recommended ones. It is also exhibited in, 
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“paying the prescribed Zakat” willingly to the people 
deserving it, 


2 
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“and who fear no one but Allah. ” This fear inspires them to 
refrain from doing all prohibitions and fulfill all of Allah’s rights. 
Those are verily the real ones tending the masjids of Allah. On 
the other hand, those who do not believe in Allah, the Last Day, 
nor fear Allah, will in no way be counted among the ones tending 
the masjids of Allah even if they claimed they are. 


Masjids are the most beloved place to the heart of a believer. It is 
where he finds his comfort, joy, and happiness. It is where he talks 
to Allah and becomes close to Him. It is where all his troubles 
and sins are washed away. Masjids are also the dearest parts of 
the earth to Allah. The Prophet (Acsalesaceait.) said, 
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“The parts of land dearest to Allah are its masjids, and 
the parts most hateful to Allah are markets.!?” 
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THE ONES TENDING THE MASJIDS OF ALLAH 


They are the places where glorious and honorable acts occur. 
Such as performing Salah, reciting the Qur’an, holding sessions 
of knowledge, and many other great acts of worship that are 
pleasing to Allah. On the contrary, markets are places where 
forbidden transactions, bad business, and abhorrent actions occur. 


Every servant, whom Allah has favored to be among the ones 
tending the masjids of Allah, should know and uphold the rights 
and etiquettes of masjids. In doing so, he would be counted 
among its sincere people who tend to it. Indeed, Allah, alone, is 
the One who grants success. 


~ REVERENCE FOR THE SALAH 


PAIN IN THE HEARTS 


The best and dearest place on earth to Allah is the masjid. It is a 
host for all types of goodness, a place of obedience [to Allah], and 
a safe haven to [renew] faith and refresh the heart. Allah has 
permitted His servants to raise up the masjids so that His Name 
would be reiterated therein. That the Salah would be performed, 
and knowledge bases would be established as a beacon of light. 
Masjids are to be the platforms for guidance and goodness. They 
are the resort of the believers and the gathering place for the 
pious. They embrace everyone; those who invoke and supplicate 
[to Allah], those who remember [AIl&h], those who recite His 
Book, and those who are bowing and prostrating. Everyone fears 
a Day in which the hearts and eyes will be [fearfully] turnabout. 


In masjids, the hearts find peace, souls find tranquility, the pain 
vanishes away, and the link between the servant and his Lord 
strengthens. What an incredible impact they have! They are the 
- comfort of the believers, the warmth of the pious hearts, and the 
joy of Muslim souls. 


ea tent te ePIC LE ELE LCL EON OLLIE COENEN OEL EEE EOLA EOL PEON ARERR EEL OC E EOE P EE LLL LEAL EEE AAA IE IAA AA ALLELE AERA EAE EAA ALIA ALE LEE AE ALE AI ALE EAL EE 


-191|Page 


PAIN IN THE HEARTS| 


Regarding their greatness and the greatness of raising them up, 
many texts are mentioned in the Qur’an and Sunnah. Such texts. 
clearly indicate the high status of masjids and the importance of 
cleansing and maintaining them. Allah says, 
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“The only ones who should tend God’s places of worship 

are those who believe in Allah and the Last Day, who 

keep up the prayer, who pay the prescribed alms, and 

who fear no one but God: such people may hope to be 
among the rightly guided.” [Sirah Al-Tawbah (9):18] 


The masjid retains a great position and a high sanctity in the hearts 
of the believers. They know its sacredness and pay it its due care 
according to the strength of their belief in Allah and the Last Day. 
Tending the masjid includes its construction, it’s cleansing, 
performing Salah therein, and remembering [the Name of] Allah, 
etc.... Unfortunately, pain engulfs the hearts of many Muslims 
nowadays. We see something that repeatedly happens inside the 
houses of Allah, which induces great harm for Muslims in their 
Salah and acts of worship. It interrupts their humility [in Salah] 
and their connection with their Lord. Some people may do it 
heedlessly and carelessly though it is a very grave issue. 
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REVERENCE FOR THE SALAH 


It is the [disturbing] sound of music that we repeatedly hear inside 
the masjid in almost every Salah. Twenty or thirty years ago, if 
you ask someone, “Would you imagine hearing music inside the 
masjid?” He would have replied that this is pure imagination. It 
can never happen. Who would believe this would happen inside 
the masjid?! O Muslims! Is this how we ended up being?! The 
abhorrent sound of music is heard inside the houses of Allah! 


‘Where is the sacredness of masjids?! Where is its status in our 
hearts?! Where is our consideration for our fellow brothers 
performing Salah? Where is our fear of Allah? Where is our 


reverence for the rituals of Allah?! 


Everyone carrying a cellphone could easily turn it off or put it on 
silent mode. However, lots of people are indifferent and care not 
about this. As a result, Salah performers are — constantly— hearing 


the sound of music while bowing or prostrating or supplicating 


[to Allah]. They praise and remember Allah, only to be suddenly 
interrupted by this loud noise here and there inside the masjid. 


Dear cellphone owner, emeniber that] mesos are sacred! Allah 
says, 
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“whoever (constantly) reveres the rituals of Allah, then 
surely it is of the piety of the hearts.” [Sirah Al-Hajj 
(22):32] 


Salah performers have rights. It is prohibited to recite Qur’an 
loudly beside your fellow brother [who performs Salah next to 


ee re eee RT Weer Neer cree eer re een en rene ene “T3 1 ae ge 


PAIN IN THE HEARTS 


you so that it would not as his humility and concentration]. 
Abti Sa‘id al-Khudri (<2it5) RepOnER 
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“The Messenger of Allah (Aaja Gscaill>) made ‘Itikaf in 
the masjid. He heard them (the people) reciting the 
Qur an in a loud voice. He removed the curtain and 
said: Lo! Every one of you is calling his Lord quietly. 
One should not trouble the other, and one should not 
raise the voice in recitation or in prayer over the voice 
of the other.""!2’ 
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If this is the situation with [loudly reciting] the Qur’an, so how 
about such abhorrent sounds [of music]? 


This unfortunate situation indicates the [Muslim's] weakness of 
faith, deficient religiosity, and lack of consideration of the 
holiness of the houses of Allah. A man who is blessed to have a 
cellphone should thank Allah for such bliss and refrain from using 
it in forbidden acts. Hence, it should not contain any kind of 
wrongful content, including music. The ringtone should not 
contain any musical sound because its harm grows greater when 


127 Ahmad (11896), Abi Dawid (1332), and al-Albani graded it as sound in 
his "Sahth Al-Jami’" Acne 
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REVERENCE FOR THE SALAH 


it rings inside the masjid. The houses of Allah are sacred and must 
be respected. The Prophet (Aca Esaclecit) said, 
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“,.. When you see someone announcing [inside the 
masjid] about something lost, then say: ‘May Allah not 
return it to you.”??8 


If this is the case with a simple thing like this! How about a grave 
‘sin like music [inside the masjid]? Even if the ringtone was a 
supplication, it would disrupt the concentration of those 
performing the Salah. Making them err in their recitation [of the 
Qur'an] and in their supplication. The cellphone holder should 
remember Allah's grace bestowed upon him and must respect the 
houses of Allah. He should not make his phone a tool to harm his 
fellow brothers, who observe Salah. 


Let us all be pious to Allah. Let us be mindful of the acts the bring 
Allah's wrath and punishment. Every one of us should fear Allah. 
As soon as we enter the masjid, we should say, 


a 
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“Bismillahi, wassalatu. wassalimu ‘ala rasdlillahi. 
‘A‘iidhu billahi l-‘azim, wa_ bi-wajhihil-karim, wa 


128 Al-Tirmidhi (13321), Ibn Maja (767), al-Nasa’l (9933), and al-Albani 
graded it as = in his "Sahih Al-Jami’" (573). This hadith is reported by 
Abii Huraira _— Ea a | 
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sultanihil-qadim, min ash-shaytanir-rajim. (In the 
Name of Allaéh, and blessings and peace be upon the 
Messenger of Allah. I seek refuge in Almighty Allah, By 
His Noble Face, By His primordial power, From Satan 
the outcast).” 


We should also put our phones on silent mode so that the 
abhorrent sounds not to be heard inside the houses of Allah, The 
Almighty. O brother! Doing so would not delay any of your needs 
as long as you want to obey Allah. Respect the sanctity of the 
masjid, and respect the rights of your fellow brothers who are 
observing the Salah. 


We Ask Allah The Almighty to guide us all to respect His houses, 
to make us among the ones who (continually) revere the rituals of 
_ Allah. We beg Allah to protect us from misusing those devices in 
areas displeasing to Him and to set right all our affairs as He is 
the Ever-Hearer of invocation. Indeed, sufficient is Allah as a 
Reckoner for us, and how excellent is The Ever-Trusted Trustee. 
May Allah forgive the author, the transcriber, and the reader of 
this book and all Muslims. May Allah guide us to revere and keep 
up Salah. All praise is due to Allah by Whom bliss one is guided 
to good deeds. May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon our 
Prophet Muhammad and his companions until the Day of 
Judgment. 
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